
 

 

 

#2 – UN SPECIAL PROCEDURES & LGBTI ISSUES    

The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association – ILGA World and the International 

Service for Human Rights (ISHR) have compiled a series of factsheets highlighting the work that UN special 

procedures – independent human rights experts, appointed to monitor and report on human rights violations 

– have undertaken to defend the human rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and intersex (LGBTI) persons. 

The factsheets compile the references and recommendations made by these experts to LGBTI persons, sexual 

orientation, gender identity, gender expression, and sex characteristics (SOGIESC). They cover all thematic 

reports, country visit reports, and communications published between January 2011 and November 2019. 
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WORKING GROUP OF EXPERTS  

ON PEOPLE OF AFRICAN DESCENT 

MR. AHMED REID (Chairperson, JAMAICA) 

Since September 2015 (Until June 2022) 

MS. DOMINIQUE DAY (USA) 

Since September 2018 (Until June 2025) 

MR. MICHAL BALCERZAK (Chairperson, POLAND)  

Since November 2014 (Until June 2021) 

MR. SABELO GUMEDZE (SOUTH AFRICA) 

Since June 2014 (Until March 2021) 

MR. RICARDO A. SUNGA III (PHILIPPINES) 

Since November 2014 (Until June 2021) 

 

FORMER MEMBERS: 

- Ms. Marie-Evelyne PETRUS (France),  

September 2017 - September 2018 

- Ms. Mireille FANON-MENDEZ FRANCE (France),  

March 2011 - September 2017 

 - Ms. Verene SHEPHERD (Jamaica),  

2010 - 2015 

 - Ms. Monorama BISWAS (Bangladesh),  

2008 - 2014 

- Ms. Mirjana NAJĆEVSKA (The FYR of Macedonia),  

2008 - 2014 

- Ms. Maya SAHLI (Algeria),  

2008 - 2014 

- Mr. Linos-Alexandros SICILIANOS (Greece),  

2009 - 2011 

- Mr. Ralston Milton NETTLEFORD (Jamaica),  

2008 - 2010 

- Joe FRANS (Sweden), 

2002 – 2009 
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- Mr. Roberto BORGES MARTINS (Brazil),  

2002 - 2008 

- Mr. George Nicolas JABBOUR (Syrian Arab Republic),  

2002 - 2008 

- Mr. Peter Lesa KASANDA (Zambia),  

2002 – 2008 

- Ms. Irina MOROIANU-ZLATESCU (Romania),  

2002 - 2008 

 

WORK SUMMARY 

COUNTRIES VISITED 

 

DOES NOT ADDRESS SOGIESC ISSUES:

• Panama (January 2013)  

 

 

ANNUAL THEMATIC REPORTS 

 

 

Data for racial justice 

September 2019 (42nd Session Human Rights Council 

(HRC)) 

 

 

Brief reference to sexuality and LGBTI. 

Paras. 59, 84. 

 

The role of negative racial stereotypes and the 

stereotyping of people of African descent in 

perpetuating racially biased decision-making, 

racial disparities and racial injustice 

August 2019 (74th Session General Assembly (GA)) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

ADDRESSES SOGIESC ISSUES: 

• Argentina – (March 2019) Report, paras. 46, 48. 

• Belgium – (February 2019) Report, paras. 63, 75p. 

• Spain – (February 2018) Report, paras. 12, 47. 

• Guyana – (October 2017) Report, para. 33. 

• Germany – (February 2017) Report, paras. 14, 18. 

• Canada – (October 2016) Report, paras. 26, 50, 66, 69, 71, 93c. 

• United States – (January 2016) Report, paras. 28, 56, 59, 115. 

• Italy – (June 2015) Report, para. 34. 

• Sweden – (December 2014) Report, paras. 31, 32, 38, 55. 

• Netherlands – (June/July 2014) Report, para. 42. 

• Brazil – (December 2013) Report, para. 71. 

• United Kingdom – (October 2012) Report, paras. 16, 84. 

• Portugal – (May 2011) Report, para. 19. 

mailto:defenders@ohchr.org
https://www.ohchr.org/en/issues/srhrdefenders/pages/srhrdefendersindex.aspx
http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/HRC/24/52/Add.2&Lang=E
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/59
https://undocs.org/en/A/74/274
https://undocs.org/en/A/74/274
https://undocs.org/en/A/74/274
https://undocs.org/en/A/74/274
mailto:africandescent@ohchr.org
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Racism/WGAfricanDescent/Pages/WGEPADIndex.aspx
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/59/Add.2
https://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/42/59/Add.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69/Add.2
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69/Add.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/60/Add.2
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/60/Add.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/33/61/Add.2
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/33/61/ADD.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/30/56/ADD.2
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/30/56/Add.1
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/27/68/Add.1
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G13/161/09/PDF/G1316109.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/158/85/PDF/G1215885.pdf?OpenElement
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Framework for a Declaration on the promotion 

and full respect of human rights of people of 

African descent 

September 2018 (39th Session HRC) 

 

 

Brief references to SOGE and “sexual identity”. 

Paras. 41, 47.  

 

 

Leaving no one behind: people of African descent 

and the Sustainable Development Goals 

September 2017 (36th Session HRC) 

 

 

Brief reference to LGBTI people. 

Para. 26.  

 

 

Activity Report and the International Decade for 

People of African Descent 

August 2016 (71st Session GA) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

Interlinkages between recognition, justice and 

development 

September 2016 (33th Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

Activity Report and the International Decade for 

People of African Descent 

August 2015 (70th Session GA) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

Development and people of African descent 

September 2015 (30th Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

Activity Report and the International Decade for 

People of African Descent 

August 2014 (69th Session GA) 

 

 

Brief reference to LGBTI. 

(LGBTI persons of African descent in Brazil.)  

Para. 17. 

 

 

People of African descent: access to justice 

September 2014 (27th Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

 

Recognition through Education, Cultural Rights 

and Data Collection 

September 2013 (24th Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

The draft Programme of Action for the Decade 

for People of African Descent (2013-2022) 

September 2012 (21st Session HRC) 

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

The International Year for People of African 

Descent 2011 

September 2011 (18th Session HRC)  

 

 

No SOGIESC references. 

 

http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/69
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/60
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/36/60
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/71/297
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/71/297
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/33/61
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/33/61
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/70/309
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/70/309
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/30/56
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/69/318
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/69/318
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/27/68
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G13/155/86/PDF/G1315586.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G13/155/86/PDF/G1315586.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/152/60/PDF/G1215260.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G12/152/60/PDF/G1215260.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G11/140/80/PDF/G1114080.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G11/140/80/PDF/G1114080.pdf?OpenElement
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COMMUNICATIONS 

 

COUNTRY/DATE EXPERTS SITUATION 

   

Brazil 

31 December 2018 

African descent 

Extrajudicial executions 

Foreign debt 

Freedom of opinion and expression 

Freedom of assembly and association 

Human rights defenders  

Poverty 

Racism 

SOGI 

Violence against women 

Women in law and in practice  

Follow-up to the communication on the 

murders of Ms. Marielle Franco and her 

driver. 

Brazil 

22 March 2018 

African descent 

Extrajudicial executions 

Foreign debt 

Housing 

Human rights defenders 

Poverty 

Racism 

SOGI 

Violence against women 

Women in law and in practice  

Killing of Marielle Franco and her driver 

on 14 March 2018. Franco was an Afro-

Brazilian human rights defender working 

for the rights of women, people of 

African descent, LGBT people, young 

people in the favelas of Rio de Janeiro and 

socially excluded communities. She 

identified herself as a woman, as a 

feminist, as black, as favelada, as bisexual 

and as married to another woman. 
 

 

https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=24284
https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=23709

