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ITEM 5 – HUMAN RIGHTS BODIES AND MECHANISMS   
 
Mr President,  
 
Targeting of human rights defenders, victims and witnesses who engage, or seek to engage, 
with this Council is worsening. Not only do such intimidation and reprisals violate human 
rights and fundamental freedoms; they seriously undermine the Council’s mandate, subvert 
its integrity as the primary human rights organ of the UN, and threaten its credibility in the 
field of human rights. 
 
Our recent submission to the Secretary General’s annual report includes cases of 
intimidation and reprisals against defenders from Bahrain, Burundi, China, Egypt, Eritrea, 
India, Honduras, Japan, Mexico, Myanmar and Venezuela.  
 
Venezuelan defenders continue to be targets of smear campaigns to defame and intimidate; 
while defenders from both Honduras and India were arbitrarily detained en route to 
participate in Council sessions. 
  
ISHR reiterates its support for the appointment of the Assistant Secretary General Andrew 
Gilmour as the first high-level official on reprisals against those cooperating with the UN on 
human rights. 7 months since his appointment, we remain eager to receive clarity on the 
functioning of this mandate and how best to engage. 
 
This mandate is complementary to existing UN mechanisms to addressing reprisals. It does 
not in any way obviate other UN bodies’ obligations to develop and implement policies and to 
take necessary action to prevent, investigate and remedy cases of reprisals.  

In this regard, we welcome public commitments made by your office and the Bureau to 
combat reprisals. However, we urge you to take visible and sustained action to prevent, and 
if necessary respond and ensure accountability for, cases of reprisals. 

Last week we heard a call from the Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty to release Jiang 
Tianyong, detained for engaging with the Special Rapporteur. Disappointingly few States 
echoed this call and the President and Bureau do not appear to have taken up the case.  

While we welcome statements made today by the EU and the Netherlands, we urge all 
States to uphold their duty to combat reprisals. 

By failing to take adequate or concrete steps to prevent, condemn, investigate, ensure 
accountability, and end impunity for reprisals, Council Members are complicit in undermining 
the system created to promote and protect human rights.  

Thank you. 


