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Thank you Mr President, Mr. Mohammed AYAT, 

ISHR and its partners; l’Observatoire ivoirien des droits de l’homme (OIDH) and the Coalition 
Ivoirienne des Droits Humains (CIDDH) would like to thank you for your report and hard work – 
promoting and protecting human rights and their defenders in Cote d’Ivoire.  

We applaud the fruitful cooperation between the government of Côte d’Ivoire and the Independent 
Expert in the discharge of his mandate. As a minimum, this is an example of what cooperation by 
States with human rights mechanisms should look like. 

We welcome the publication of the Dialogue, Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report. We are 
hopeful that this will encourage and deepen the prospects of national reconciliation and contribute 
towards fighting against impunity, in accordance with Article 139 and 141 of the new Ivorian 
constitution. What are the top three recommendations in this report that you think the Ivorian 
government must prioritise and implement? 

Mr Ayat, in 2014 Côte d’Ivoire became the first country in Africa to adopt a national protection law that 
focuses exclusively on the needs of defenders. We welcome the implementation decree adopted in 
February this year. What do you recommend the government do to effectively implement the 
defenders law and its protection mechanism? 

With UNOCI’s departure, we still remain concerned about; 

- the security of defenders especially in an environment where military mutinies have become 
frequent.  

- The impact of these mutinies on the enjoyment of fundamental rights such as freedom of 
movement, freedom of assembly and the right to life 

- The impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators of these mutinies  
- The worrying trend of curtailing freedom of expression in Côte d’Ivoire. We note with grave 

concern the on-going efforts to revise the press law in Côte d’Ivoire, we encourage the 
government to adopt a revised law that is in accordance with international human rights 
standards. 

Mr Ayat, your report recommends ‘the temporary establishment of an international focal point to 
coordinate the implementation of residual issues related to the protection and promotion of 
human rights.’  
 
What is the role and mandate of the focal point? When and who will establish this focal point and will 
they be required to prepare public reports on their work? 
 
To conclude, your report calls for the strengthening of the Ivorian National Human Rights Commission 
given the important role it must play after the departure of UNOCI. In your view what are the major 
challenges facing the Commission? We call on the government to speed up the process of amending 
the law establishing the National Human Rights Commission. The Commission needs to confirm to the 
Paris Principles and the government must give it the necessary resources so that it effectively function 
as the mechanism protecting human rights defenders. 
 

I thank you.       


