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WHO WE 
ARE 

Introductory remarks / Phil Lynch, ISHR Executive DirectorWelcome
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Agenda: 
Some key impacts and ambitious plans

•  Human Rights 
Defender 
Advocacy 
Programme 

•  ISHR Academy

•  Independent 
Expert on SOGI 
renewal

•  Media 
engagement & 
digital 
campaigns

•  New narratives 

•  Solidarity 
support in 
action

•  Feminist 
advocacy at 
the HRC & 
beyond

•  Getting business 
to defend 
defenders

•  National focal 
points & global 
network

•  Saudi women 
human rights 
defenders 
campaign and 
joint statement

•  HRC status 
review

Helen Nolan Christine Do PhanPooja Patel Michael Ineichen Salma El 
Hosseiny

•  HRC Net

Michael Anthony

•  Focus on 
defenders at 
General Assembly

•  Focus on 
defenders at 
Security Council

•  Putting human 
rights defenders 
up front across 
the UN

Eleanor 
Openshaw
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Pooja Patel  
- Programme Director

•  Solidarity support in action

•  Feminist advocacy at the Human Rights  
Council, and beyond 
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Solidarity support in action 

Human Rights Defenders World Summit, 29-31 October 2018 
(Paris)

•  International platform for over 150 human rights defenders 
from 100 countries

• Action Plan includes call to "Take stock of the developments in 
normative frameworks related to the protection of defenders 
since 1998 and further develop and deepen the norms 
contained in the Declaration on human rights defenders..."
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Commemorating the 20th Anniversary of the UN Declaration on 
Human Rights Defenders 

• Declaration + 20 : 'Supplement' to UN Declaration on 
human rights defenders

• Expert-led process

•  International and regional developments in 
jurisprudence on human rights defender protection



Feminist advocacy at the Human 
Rights Council, & beyond

2018 achievements

•  WHRD Advocacy Week: 12 feminist activists reclaiming the HRC 
space

•  Engaging on environmental human rights defenders, Nicaragua, 
Myanmar, Saudi Arabia; and with Special Procedures and the 
OHCHR

•  Strengthening global solidarity, and building campaigns
 
Looking ahead

•  WHRD Advocacy Week 2020
•  WHRDs in the women, peace and security agenda
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Michael Ineichen 
- Programme Director

•  Getting business to defend defenders
•  National focal points & global network
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Getting business to defend 
defenders
Business = Key actor in defending defenders to work safely

Business investing in the agenda: ABN Amro running a 
major event with ISHR on this issue for Dutch sector 
agreements on human rights 
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“Given the increasing 
vulnerability of human 
rights defenders and 

shrinking space where 
they can operate safely, 
business has a role and 

a responsibility to 
defend and promote 

fundamental rights and 
freedoms.”

- Paul Polman, CEO of Unilever 
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Global Network of HRD Focal Points

Seeking support and 
partnerships for 
steering group based 
on York University 
study

Currently:
Catalyst for support and 
quality control

Global Network:
Multi-stakeholder focal points 
comprised of civil society, 
State and national human 
rights institutions can be 
effective

Supporting:
Closing the implementation 
gap

Goal:
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Helen Nolan  
- Programme Manager (Training & LGBTI rights)

•  Boosting protection for LGBTI defenders
•  Maximising our training and advocacy support
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HRDAP

•  ‘Clear, visually clean and easy to navigate’
•  ‘Handy, helpful, very useful, especially practical 

and strategic information’
•  ‘Inspiring, makes you curious’
•  ‘Fantastic – very useful tool’
•  ‘An excellent reference’
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Maximising our training and 
advocacy support

ISHR Academy
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Boosting protection for 
LGBTI Defenders

Defending the mandate of the Independent Expert 
on sexual orientation and gender identity

•  Working in coalition
•  Building capacity
•  Leading strategic litigation
•  Developing protection standards
•  Supporting national implementation
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Christine Do Phan  
- Communications Manager

•  Media engagement & digital campaigns
•  New narratives
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•  Strong support to ISHR’s advocacy

•  Media outreach on Saudi Arabia, China, UAE, 
Burundi defender Germain Rukuki, land rights 
French Guiana

Media engagement & digital campaigns

2018 2019 YTD 
English press ar:cles 34 33 
French press ar:cles 8 8 
Radio interviews/podcasts 1 4 

#FreeSaudiAc:vists #EndReprisals #FreeAhmed #ChinaUPR 

•  Social media campaigns:
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New narratives

•  Human rights defenders are leaders of change 
towards a world that’s more equal, fair and 
sustainable

•  We want to win more support for human rights 
defenders from all our audiences

•  How can you help change minds and hearts about 
human rights and human rights defenders’ work?
 
 By supporting:

•  ISHR’s trainings on new narratives for 
human rights defenders 

•  Testing of new messaging in various 
contexts

•  Partnering with media and other groups to 
roll out new narratives
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FROM TO 

Problems Solu:ons 

Vic:ms Actors of change 

Threats Opportuni:es 

Against For 



Salma El Hosseiny 
- Human Rights Council Advocate

•  Saudi women human rights defender campaign  

& joint statement

•  HRC status review
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Saudi WHRDs campaign

•  ISHR is mobilising a coalition of NGOs advocating for the 
release of detained Saudi women human rights defenders

•  In March 2019, first ever joint statement by 36 States - led 
by Iceland - calling for the release of the women human 
rights defenders by name 

•  7 out of 10 activists named in statement subsequently 
appeared in court after 10 months of detention without 
charge. 

•  Two have been provisionally released on 27 March 2019: 
Aziza Al Youssef and Eman al-Nafjan. Two more 
released on 2 May: Hatoon Al-Fassi and Amal Al-Harbi 

•  Two other women human rights defenders released on 2 
May (but not named in the statement)

•  In April 2019, more than a dozen human rights defenders 
were arrested, including Aziza Youssef’s son  
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HRC status 2021/2026

STRENGTHENING THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS
COUNCIL FROM THE GROUND UP
Report of a one-day dialogue, held on 22 February 2018

H U M A N 
R I G H T S 
W A T C H

How can you ensure that the Human Rights Council’s 
status consideration leads to positive outcomes?

Support ISHR in:

•  Advocating for the Council to focus on delivering on 
its mandate, rather than be distracted by formal 
processes such as that of 2011

•  Ensuring that civil society is able to effectively 
contribute to the processes

•  Providing expert advice to States on incremental 
and practical strengthening of the Council without 
the need for institutional reform (recommendations 
from the “From the ground-up” consultations) 
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Eleanor Openshaw  
- New York Office Director & Head of Regional 
Advocacy

•  Civil society access and participation
•  Human rights defenders and Peace & Security
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Civil society access and 
participation

•  ISHR is the go-to NGO on civil society access and participation, 
including on reprisals 

•  Reprisals: submitting cases; primary civil society organisation 
interlocutor with UN Senior Official 

Year 1 – General assembly joint statement  
Year 2 - General assembly reprisals resolution 

•  10 concrete measures to increase participation in New York
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Human rights defenders and 
Peace & Security 
•  Promoting 'interest' arguments

•  ISHR's in-depth knowledge of the human rights system 
leads to requests from human rights defenders for 
strategic advice and accompaniment - including at the 
Security Council

•  Recent requests from human rights defenders in post-
conflict contexts and those in crisis: 
Colombia
Guatemala
Venezuela
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Michael Anthony- Human Rights Council 
Network

•  HRC net: Strengthening Global South civil 

society engagement at the Human Rights 

Council 
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HRCnet 23 

The leading network of NGOs enhancing cross-regional advocacy, 
created in 2006, with 16 members around the globe 
 
HRCnet shares information, supports participation in the HRC for 
defenders, builds capacity and coordinates cross-regional advocacy
 
Highlight: 2018 - West Africa project to strengthen HRC engagement of 
national and regional HRD networks 

« Mes capacités de plaidoyer ont été renforcées par ce canal de 
partage d'expériences avec les experts, les représentants des 
missions diplomatiques ainsi que les techniciens de HRCnet » 
- CBDDH, Burkina Faso
 
“I learned that engaging with the UN human rights systems will 
strengthen our national efforts in promoting and protecting human 
rights…hence changes my work and approach in addressing human 
rights concerns.” 
- Human Rights Defenders Network-SL, Sierra Leone
 
 



HRCnet priorities 2019 24 

HRCnet Annual Strategy meeting: a unique chance to 
develop innovative strategies and priorities
 
Country priorities:
·        Brazil
·        China 
·        Egypt
·        Saudi Arabia

 
Thematic/Institutional issues:
·        Threats to civil society space
·        SOGI
·        HRC membership and elections
·        Anti-human rights discourse, “populism” and xenophobia
·        Human rights and drug policy – SE Asia and Latin America



Vincent Ploton  
- Director of Development & Treaty Body 
Advocacy

•  2019 Budget

•  2019 Funding
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2019 Budget

Type of expense CHF 

I. Support HRDs 1’498’314 

II. Strengthen standards & systems 886’177 

III. Promote implementa:on 656’034 

Opera:ng costs 524’858 

Total 3’565’383 
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2019 Funding 27 

73%

2,592,743

27%

972,640
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Current & medium term funding gaps

•  New modules and capabilities for ISHR Academy
•  ISHR SOGIESC programme
•  Declaration+20 - supplement to UN Declaration on HRDs
•  Strategic communications - New narratives on HRDs

And also:
•  HRCnet
•  Business & Human Rights
•  Training in French & Spanish
•  etc

 



Questions 
& 
Discussion



Concluding  
remarks
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WHO WE 
ARE 

Thank you!
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