
1 

Opinion ..................................................................... 1 

Human Rights Defender Profile .......................... 3 

Director’s Updates ................................................ 4 

Our Work to Support Human Rights 

Defenders ................................................................. 5 

Our Work to Strengthen Human Rights 

Systems .................................................................. 21 

Key Developments in the Promotion and 

Protection of Human Rights ............................. 26 

Opportunities for NGO Engagement ............ 27 

Conferences and Events .................................... 31 

New Resources ................................................... 31 

 

Opinion 

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS IN 

MEXICO: AN INCREASING 

CONCERN FOR THE 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

Daniel Joloy, International Advocacy at the 

Mexican Commission for the Defence and 

Promotion of Human Rights 

The adoption of the final report of Mexico’s 

Universal Periodic Review (UPR) reflected the 

increasing concern of the international 

community regarding the situation of human 

rights defenders. As was the case in 2009 

during Mexico’s first evaluation, Mexico 

received several recommendations, from all 

regions of the world, urging it to create a safe 

environment for all defenders. 

Although some positive steps have been taken 

during recent years, the Mexican Government 

has done too little to put an end to increasing 

violence against human rights defenders. In 

April 2012, the Mexican Congress approved a 

Law for the Protection of Human Rights 

Defenders and Journalists, but two years later, 

its implementation leaves much to be desired. 

The enactment of the Law was an important 

step forward, achieved mainly by the active 

engagement of civil society organisations that 

worked for several years together with 

Congress to draft a Law that reflected their 

experiences and challenges on the ground. 

The Law has the potential to become an 

effective mechanism to enable a safe 

environment for human rights defenders, but 

there still remain many challenges if its 

provisions are to grant effective protection for 

those at risk. 

One positive aspect of the Mexican Law was 

the inclusion of civil society not only 

throughout the drafting process, but also as 

part of the governance structure. By creating 

an Advisory Council as one of the main bodies 

of the mechanism, the intention is that civil 

society should be represented and their 

participation ensured at all times. This Council 

allows the mechanism to enrich all decisions 

http://www.ishr.ch


ISHR Human Rights Monitor – October 2013 

2 

with the practical and technical experience of those who have been at risk on the ground and have 

lived the actual consequences of it.  

Another important step achieved through the Protection Law is the explicit recognition of the State’s 

legal obligation to prevent further attacks against human rights defenders. The Law contains a specific 

chapter outlining particular actions to be taken in order to decrease the levels of risk, for example 

mandating high-ranking authorities to make statements on the relevance of the work undertaken by 

human rights defenders in order to raise awareness and legitimise their work. It also provides new 

capacities to the mechanism to recommend law reforms or certain public policies as relevant 

prevention measures. 

Nevertheless, no law by itself will bring substantial changes on the ground. Today, two years after its 

approval, human rights defenders continue to face increasing risks and are constantly targeted both 

by organised crime and State authorities from different levels of government. Human rights defenders 

in Mexico have witnessed the impacts that the militarisation of public security has had on the 

escalation of threats and attacks against them, while human rights violations continue to rise. Only 

during the last year, at least 15 human rights defenders have been killed, and 4 more remain 

disappeared.  

Yet, impunity levels for all these attacks remain practically absolute, with more than 96% of these 

cases unpunished, according to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). 

Only in 3% of the cases documented by OHCHR have the authorities detained the suspects, but no 

conviction has been made so far. Mexican authorities have been unable or unwilling to fully 

investigate and punish those responsible for attacking and harassing human rights defenders, sending 

a message that these attacks are permitted. Despite the Law being approved, government officials are 

still reticent to acknowledge the magnitude of the problem and frequently declare that these crimes 

are solely committed by organised crime, denying any involvement from the State. On several 

occasions, even before investigations are carried out, authorities already hold organised crime as 

responsible. But contrary to such statements, attacks against human rights defenders in Mexico are 

not perpetrated by isolated individuals. Rather they occur in a context of stigmatisation and 

criminalisation by high-ranking officials.  

In many of the attacks against human rights defenders, the complicity or endorsement of a great 

range of public servants of the different levels of government has been documented. Particularly in 

provinces where the army has been deployed, authorities have not only failed to stop aggressions 

committed against human rights defenders, but in many cases even requested criminal gangs to do 

the “dirty work”. 

The second round of Mexico’s UPR evidenced many of the challenges for the Mexican government in 

order to effectively protect human rights defenders. Although several delegations welcomed the 

approval of the Law and the installment of the protection mechanism, this was also one of the most 

recurrent topics during the recommendations Mexico received. Undoubtedly, the Protection Law 

and the creation of the mechanism were important steps, but there is much more to be done.  

It is yet to be seen if these UPR recommendations will have an impact. It is of utmost importance 

that those delegations that recommended that Mexico strengthen the Protection Mechanism now 

engage with Mexican civil society and government authorities to ensure effective implementation of 

the Protection Law. If not, the UPR recommendations will be left as empty words and the Law will 

remain only as good intentions. 
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Daniel Joloy is the Director of International Advocacy at the Mexian Commission for the Defence and 

Promotion of Human Rights (CMDPDH) 

Human Rights Defender Profile 

SHIN DONG-HYUK: NORTH KOREAN HUMAN RIGHT DEFENDER 

‘People in political prison camp lead life less than animals. They are treated worse and 

treated with life less than dogs raised in the camp. What I wish to tell them is that despite 

inhumane life conditions, they have to survive, so that they can see for themselves what kind 

of outside world we have and people who live in it.’ 

Shin Dong-Hyuk was born and spent the first 23 years of his life in prison Camp 14 in North Korea. 

In the camp he was ill-treated, dehumanised and made to witness the public execution of his mother 

and brother. Not only did he not enjoy freedom, he says, but he had no idea what freedom meant. 

Courageously, Shin escaped from the camp in 2005 and remains the only known person to have 

done so. He has since dedicated his life to raising awareness of the conditions in the camps and 

struggling for the human rights and fundamental freedoms of his fellow North Koreans. As he said, he 

understands how awful the regime is, how awful the dictatorship is and that if his words could help 

anyone he would do it. 

‘I know that the outside world isn’t easy to live in, but people need to know, for the very 

least, that there is a life so much different from what they are living and that there is another 

world outside.’ 

Thanks to Shin the world has heard about the horrible abuses occurring in that secret prison Camp 

14, one of the toughest slave labour camps in North Korea. The dramatic story of his life is 

presented in his biography ‘Escape from Camp 14: One Man's Remarkable Odyssey from North Korea to 

Freedom in the West’, written by Blaine Harden and based on interviews with Shin. The book, as well 

as the film ‘Camp 14–Total Control Zone’, relate his life in prison, including the fact that his mother and 

brother died in front of him in a public execution. 

‘My father and I had to stand and watched the death of my mother and brother; however, I 

couldn’t cry at that moment. I never learned how to cry in political prisoner camp.’ 

In 2013 the UN established a Commission of Inquiry (COI), which collected testimonies from 

witnesses in relation to gross human rights violations in North Korea. As one of member of the COI 

said, Shin was the ‘single strongest voice that speaks to the atrocities that have taken place’. Shin believes 

that based on the report of the COI, the UN will produce a positive outcome for the country and its 

people.  

‘Freedom is something we may not tangibly feel, but once taken away from us, we eventually 

reach our death. I believe that freedom is an important DNA to us as much as heart and 

oxygen are important for life.’ 

Shin travels all over the world telling people, institutions and State representatives about the reality 

of life under the North Korean regime. But he make these encounters a two-way debate, asking 

questions back to the audience about what could be done to ensure action and accountability in 

relation to the violations. Recently Shin came to Geneva for a meeting at the UN Human Rights 

Council with the COI and made a statement saying that ‘No one has a right to deprive of anyone the 
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DNA of mankind: freedom.’ As Shin observed in person at the HRC, victims of human rights violations 

are allowed only to have two-minute speeches, thus they have less time to speak than the 

representatives of authoritarian States. 

Now living in the US, Shin has established an NGO called ‘Inside NK‘, which is based in Washington 

DC. Inside NK mainly conducts interviews and webcasts with North Korean defectors on their real 

life and personal experience under the dictatorship, showing the harsh reality of North Korea. Inside 

NK said that it is starting to spread these filmed interviews into North Korea. As Shin said, the main 

aim of Inside NK is to be the voice and the newsfeed for people who don’t have any other source of 

information about the country. Unfortunately, the organisation currently doesn’t have enough 

funding to develop new projects, but as Shin declared they are determined to keep fighting for as 

long as they can. 

‘I will try my best to engage in human rights issues of North Korea despite my emotional and 

physical exhaustion.’ 

Despite his active engagement on issues relating to North Korea and all his achievements, Shin 

doesn’t consider himself a human right defender. He feels that he is doing what he has to do and he 

claims that anyone in his position would do just the same. In opening the world’s eyes to the true 

horrors of the situation in North Korea, Shin is without doubt contributing to the promotion of 

human rights, and therefore is a human rights defender.  

One of Shin’s dreams is to go back to North Korea once all the prisons camps have been closed.  

‘So many people question me ‘where do you think you are from? ’ I don’t know where I am 

from but my hometown is in North Korea.’ 

Marta Kolasinska is a Human Rights Advocate in the International Service for Human Rights. 

For more information on the work of Inside NK see www.insidenk.org. 

Director’s Updates 

MIKE POSNER APPOINTED TO ISHR BOARD  

(Geneva, 8 March 2014) - The International Service for Human Rights is delighted to announce the 

appointment of Michael H. Posner to its Board. 

'ISHR is very pleased to have Mike Posner join the organisation in a non-executive leadership role,' 

said ISHR Director Phil Lynch. 

'Mike brings almost 40 years experience as a human rights defender and a globally renowned 

expertise on issues of human rights, NGO management, international relations and government 

affairs.' 

Mr Posner is a Professor of Business and Society at NYU's Stern School of Business and Co-Director 

of the NYU Center for Business and Human Rights. 

From 2009 to 2013, Posner served as the top human rights diplomat of the United States in his role 

as Assistant Secretary of State for Democracy, Human Rights and Labor. In this capacity he 

championed issues including freedom of expression and association, internet freedom, LGBT rights, 

the protection of civil society space, and the promotion of democracy and the rule of law. 

http://www.ishr.ch/board
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Before being confirmed as Assistant Secretary of State, Posner worked for 31 years as Executive 

Director and then President of Human Rights First, a leading non-governmental organization devoted 

to advancing universal rights in the US and around the world. He has also worked as a lawyer and a 

lecturer at both Yale and Columbia Law Schools. 

Posner's appointment further strengthens ISHR after leading international human rights advocates 

Hina Jilani, Sir Nicolas Bratza, Egbert Myjer and Jean-Daniel Vigny joined the Board in 2013. 

Contact: Phil Lynch, Director of ISHR, on p.lynch@ishr.ch or + 41 76 708 4738. 

Our Work to Support Human Rights Defenders 

KEY OUTCOMES FROM THE 25TH SESSION OF THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS 

COUNCIL  

(Geneva, 31 March 2014) - The 25th session of the UN Human Rights Council has concluded with 

the adoption of significant resolutions in relation to human rights defenders, peaceful protest, and 

accountability for gross human rights violations in North Korea, Sri Lanka and Syria. 

Delivering a statement on behalf of a coalition of over 20 NGOs from around the world at the 

conclusion of the session, ISHR's Director of Human Rights Council Advocacy, Michael Ineichen, said, 

'We welcome the Council’s contribution to advancing accountability for international crimes, as 

evidenced by the resolutions adopted on the Democratic Republic of Korea and Sri Lanka. We also 

welcome the renewal of several important special procedure mandates, including those of Special 

Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders and Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Expression.' 

The session also concluded with the adoption of an important resolution on the promotion and 

protection of human rights in the context of peaceful protests. The resolutions on human rights 

defenders and peaceful protest were both adopted despite efforts by a group of States, including 

China, Russia and South Africa, to weaken the texts. 

'Protests play a critical role in contributing to progress on human rights, promoting democracy and 

civic participation, and challenging repression and censorship. While the Council still falls short of 

responding adequately to human rights violations committed in the context of protests, particularly 

the abusive use of force by police, we welcome the adoption of a thematic resolution, and the joint 

statements – albeit modest – on Egypt and the Ukraine in this regard,' Mr Ineichen said. 

The joint statement on Egypt, delivered by 27 States, came after a coalition of NGOs wrote an open 

letter calling on the Council to address the severe and worsening crackdown on peaceful political 

activists, human rights defenders and independent journalists in the country. 

Throughout the session there was a significant focus on the role of civil society and human rights 

defenders, with positive initiatives including a dedicated Panel discussion moderated by ISHR Board 

member Hina Jilani, and a joint statement on the obligations of the Council and States to end 

reprisals, led and delivered by Botswana. 

While welcoming these developments, ISHR's Michael Ineichen said, 'We deplore the continued 

occurrence of intimidation and reprisals against defenders in connection with their human rights 

advocacy work, both at national and international levels. The Council has already been made aware 

of several defenders who, during this session alone, were detained, ill-treated, watched and censored, 

one even losing her life, for their work in monitoring and exposing human rights violations. We 

http://www.ishr.ch/news/leading-international-human-rights-advocates-appointed-ishr-board
http://www.ishr.ch/news/leading-international-human-rights-advocates-appointed-ishr-board
mailto:p.lynch@ishr.ch
tel:+%2041%2076%20708%204738
http://www.files.ishr.ch/public/hrc25/140328-statement-council-25-eos-draft-v3.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/news/north-korea-case-why-commission-inquiry-works
http://www.ishr.ch/news/un-human-rights-council-adopts-crucial-resolution-human-rights-defenders
http://www.ishr.ch/news/un-human-rights-council-adopts-crucial-resolution-human-rights-defenders
http://www.ishr.ch/news/ngos-highlight-essential-criteria-expert-freedom-expression
http://www.ishr.ch/news/council-calls-protection-human-rights-context-protests
http://www.ishr.ch/news/silence-not-option-civil-society-calls-human-rights-council-act-egypt
http://www.ishr.ch/news/promoting-good-practice-protecting-civil-society-space
http://www.ishr.ch/news/ambassador-mothusi-bruce-rabasha-palai-un-member-states-must-commit-ending-reprisals
http://www.ishr.ch/news/ambassador-mothusi-bruce-rabasha-palai-un-member-states-must-commit-ending-reprisals
http://www.ishr.ch/news/un-human-rights-council-must-demand-accountability-death-cao-shunli
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therefore reaffirm the legal and moral obligation placed on the Council, its President, and member 

States to end reprisals, including by speaking out swiftly and publicly.' 

Closing the session, Mr Ineichen said 'This Council will ultimately be judged by its impact on the 

promotion and protection of human rights on the ground. This paramount objective alone should 

define the positions of members in the Council, not short-term politics or allegiance to regional 

blocs. In this regard, we strongly emphasise the critical role of human rights defenders both in the 

development of resolutions at the Council and the implementation of these standards on the ground.' 

The International Service for Human Rights produces a weekly Human Rights Council Monitor while 

the Council is in session. You can also subscribe to have the Monitor delivered directly by email. 

Contact: Michael Ineichen, ISHR Director of Human Rights Council Advocacy, on +41 78 827 7786 

or m.ineichen@ishr.ch 

COUNCIL CALLS FOR PROTECTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE CONTEXT OF 

PROTESTS  

(Geneva, 28 March 2014) - The UN Human Rights Council has adopted an important resolution 

underlining the responsibilities of States to protect the human rights of protesters and laying the 

grounds for greater guidance on how to put that protection into practice. 

The resolution calls upon States to promote safe environments for protests, recalling their 

responsibility to ensure that national legislation and practices comply with international human rights 

law. 

The resolution also tasks the Special Rapporteurs on freedom of assembly and association and on 

extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions to present to the Council a compilation of practical 

recommendations for the proper management of assemblies, based on best practices and lessons 

learnt, in two years' time. 

'Protests are a critical mechanism for guaranteeing civil society participation, ensuring the protection 

of human rights, challenging repression, and demanding good governance', said Ben Leather of the 

International Service for Human Rights. 

'ISHR is pleased that the Human Rights Council has highlighted the legitimate and important role of 

protests in democratic societies and reaffirmed the obligations upon States to protect protesters' 

rights, avoid the use of force against them, and properly train their law enforcement officials'. 

The resolution, led by Switzerland together with Turkey and Costa Rica, received cross-regional co-

sponsorship and passed by 31 votes to nine, with seven abstentions. In spite of the long consultation 

process prior to the resolution’s tabling, four hostile amendments proposed by South Africa on 

behalf of a group including Russia and Venezuela had to be defeated before the full resolution was 

voted. Earlier in the week, ISHR and other NGOs had spoken out against the amendments, which 

ran contrary to the spirit of the resolution.  

'Everything should be done to ensure that people can give full voice to their message. The resolution 

is of relevance given that in recent years peaceful protests have proved an important channel for 

peoples' participation', said Swiss Ambassador to the UN Alexandre Fasel. 

The resolution also points to the particular vulnerability of human rights defenders in the context of 

protests, expresses concern at the criminalisation of protesters, and calls upon States to establish 

http://www.ishr.ch/human-rights-monitor
http://www.ishr.ch/subscribe
mailto:m.ineichen@ishr.ch
http://www.ishr.ch/news/leading-ngos-urge-states-reject-proposals-south-africa-weaken-resolution-peaceful-protest
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communication channels with those who take to the streets. It also highlights the importance of 

investigations into abuses occurring within protests. 

'Whilst the Council still has much to do in order to respond adequately to violations committed in 

the context of protests, the strong support which this resolution received is an important step 

towards ensuring that protests can continue to be used by citizens to secure their rights, as they 

have on many occasions in generations before us', said Mr Leather. 

'ISHR hopes to see States acting upon this resolution, and looks forward to the presentation of the 

practical recommendations by the Rapporteurs'. 

Contact: Ben Leather, b.leather@ishr.ch 

UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ADOPTS CRUCIAL RESOLUTION ON HUMAN 

RIGHTS DEFENDERS  

(Geneva, 28 March 2014) - The UN Human Rights Council has adopted a crucial resolution on the 

protection of human rights defenders. 

The resolution calls on States to protect human rights defenders from attacks and reprisals and 

ensure that national laws and policies support and enable their work. The resolution also renews the 

mandate of an independent international expert tasked with supporting and protecting human rights 

defenders. 

'Human rights defenders play a crucial role in promoting human rights, accountability and the rule of 

law. They work to expose violations, seek justice for victims and challenge inequality,' said Phil Lynch, 

Director of the International Service for Human Rights. 

'ISHR is delighted that the Human Rights Council has reaffirmed the importance of the work of 

defenders and highlighted the obligations of States to ensure that defenders are able to undertake 

this work in a safe and enabling environment, free from reprisals and attacks.' 

The resolution was championed by Norway and enjoyed strong support from all regions of the 

world, including Australia, Brazil, Benin, Botswana, Côte d'Ivoire, Hungary, Ireland, Japan, the 

Maldives, Mexico, Sierra Leone, South Korea, Switzerland, Tunisia, the US and the UK. It was co-

sponsored by 79 States and ultimately adopted by consensus after a number of hostile amendments 

proposed by Russia, South Africa and others were strongly defeated. 

'In light of our serious concern over the situation for human rights defenders in many places in the 

world, it is encouraging that 79 countries have already co-sponsored this important mandate renewal 

resolution,' said Norwegian Ambassador to the UN, Steffen Kongstad. 

'Human rights defenders in all regions of the world face risks and reprisals for their work. In this 

context it is significant that States from all regions strongly supported the resolution,' said ISHR 

Director of Human Rights Council Advocacy, Michael Ineichen. 

The resolution renews the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders – an 

independent international human rights expert – for a period of three years. 

'The reason this mandate needs to be extended is because of the serious risks faced by human rights 

defenders. They, their families and those associated with them, face loss of employment, denigration, 

mailto:b.leather@ishr.ch
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/140328-res-council-25-hrds-l24-as-adopted.pdf
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harassment, stigmatisation, physical violence, arrest, torture and even the threat of death on a daily 

basis,' said Irish Ambassador to the UN in Geneva, Patricia O'Brien. 

'The Special Rapporteur's work is crucial to support the work of defenders and assist States to 

discharge their obligations to ensure a safe and enabling environment in which human rights 

defenders can operate free from hindrance and insecurity,' Mr Ineichen said. 

'The work of the Special Rapporteur over the last six years, Margaret Sekaggya, has highlighted the 

situation and protection needs of women human rights defenders, LGBT defenders, defenders 

working to promote corporate accountability, and many others. It has also shone a light on the 

shrinking space for human rights defenders, including through the passage of laws which criminalise, 

stigmatise and restrict their work.' 

'The ability of civil society activists to submit information and complaints to the Special Rapporteur is 

an important avenue to accountability in circumstances where there are weak or no accountability 

mechanisms at the domestic level,' said Mr Ineichen. 

'ISHR looks forward to working very closely with the next mandate holder to ensure that defenders 

are supported and not restricted in their work to challenge repression and to promote good 

governance, inclusive development and the rule of law,' Mr Ineichen said. 

Contact: Michael Ineichen, ISHR Director of Human Rights Council Advocacy, on +41 78 827 

7786 or m.ineichen@ishr.ch 

LEADING NGOS URGE STATES TO REJECT PROPOSALS FROM SOUTH AFRICA 

TO WEAKEN RESOLUTION ON PEACEFUL PROTEST 

(Geneva, 26 March 2014) - A coalition of leading non-governmental organisations has called on 

governments to reject proposals being made by South Africa and a group of like-minded States that 

would undermine a Human Rights Council resolution on the promotion and protection of human 

rights in the context of peaceful protests. 

A letter calling on States to reject the proposed amendments has been sent to representatives of all 

UN member States in Geneva. The NGO letter expresses deep concerns regarding the proposed 

amendments, which would weaken protection of the right to protest compared with a resolution on 

the same topic passed by the Council last year. The letter emphasises the resolution's vital 

importance given recent events around the world and the ongoing incidence of multiple rights 

violations still committed in the context of protests. 

'Protests play a critical role in contributing to progress on human rights, development, good 

governance and the rule of law, particularly in repressive and authoritarian States,' the letter says.  

'We believe that the proposed amendments run counter to the spirit and purpose of this 

crucial resolution. The fact that they are supported by States, some of whom have recent histories of 

human rights violations in the context of protests, only serves to further our consternation that their 

inclusion would weaken the resolution’s effectiveness.' 

Joint NGO letter regarding proposed amendments to the resolution on peaceful protests 

 

tel:+41%2078%20827%207786
tel:+41%2078%20827%207786
mailto:m.ineichen@ishr.ch
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/140326_letter_council_25_protest_oppose_amendments.pdf
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UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL MUST DEMAND ACCOUNTABILITY FOR DEATH 

OF CAO SHUNLI  

(Update – Geneva, 18 March 2014) - A group of independent UN human rights experts has issued a 

joint statement expressing deep regret at the death of Cao Shunli and calling on China to fully and 

promptly investigate the circumstances leading to Ms Cao’s death. 

'The death of Ms Cao is a tragic example of the results of criminalization of the activities of human 

defenders in China and reprisals against them. It is unacceptable that civil society activists pay the 

ultimate price for peaceful and legitimate interaction with the United Nations and its human rights 

mechanisms,' the experts said. 

The experts also recalled that the Secretary-General, the High Commissioner for Human Rights and 

successive presidents of the Human Rights Council have highlighted the legitimate role of civil society 

in defending human rights enjoyment for all and the importance of prevention and adequate response 

to reprisals and intimidation. 

The full statement of the UN human rights experts is available here. 

High-level statements deploring the death of Ms Cao and calling for an investigation have also been 

made by the US, the UK, the European Union, and Germany, among others. 

(Geneva, 14 March 2014) – The International Service for Human Rights is deeply saddened by the 

death of Chinese human rights defender Cao Shunli earlier today. 

Ms Cao was detained by Chinese authorities on 14 September 2013 and was transferred to hospital 

in a critical condition on 20 February 2014 after being denied access to proper medical care in 

prison. She had been detained in connection with her role in organising a series of peaceful 

demonstrations which demanded greater civil society participation in China’s Universal Periodic 

Review by the Human Rights Council, which was held in October 2013. 

‘Cao Shunli was a courageous human rights lawyer and defender who was targeted by the Chinese 

authorities in retaliation for her work to expose corruption and promote human rights and basic 

democratic freedoms,’ said Michael Ineichen, ISHR’s Director of Human Rights Council Advocacy. 

‘Cao’s detention for organising a peaceful protest was a flagrant violation by Chinese authorities of 

her rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly,’ Mr Ineichen said. 

‘Her death is a direct result of China’s denial of her basic civil and political rights, together with a 

denial of access to adequate health care in violation of China’s obligations under the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.’ 

Ms Cao’s death is also a flagrant case of a reprisal against a human rights defender for their 

cooperation with the UN human rights system. 

‘China has an obligation as a member of the Council to uphold the highest standards in the 

promotion and protection of human rights and to fully cooperate with its mechanisms. Cao Shunli’s 

detention, ill-treatment and ultimately her death in retaliation for her efforts to shine a light on 

China’s human rights record at the Council is manifestly incompatible with these obligations,’ Mr 

Ineichen said. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14394&LangID=E
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2014/03/223542.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-saddened-at-death-of-chinese-activist-cao-shunli
http://eeas.europa.eu/statements/docs/2014/140315_02_en.pdf
http://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/EN/Infoservice/Presse/Meldungen/2014/140317-MRHH_Cao_Shunli.html
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In the strongest possible terms, ISHR calls on the Human Rights Council, its President and other 

Member States to unequivocally condemn the detention, ill-treatment and death of Cao Shunli, to 

support an independent investigation into her death, and to hold China accountable for this 

reprehensible reprisal against a committed and peaceful human rights defender. 

Contact: Michael Ineichen, m.ineichen@ishr.ch or +41 78 827 77 86 

CHINA INTERRUPTS MOMENT OF SILENCE FOR CAO SHUNLI AT THE UN 

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 

(Geneva, 20 March 2014) - China must end a pattern of intimidation and 'deadly reprisals' against 

human rights defenders who seek to expose and ensure accountability for human rights violations at 

the United Nations, the International Service for Human Rights said today. 

In a statement to the Human Rights Council on 20 March, ISHR called on the human rights 

community to observe a moment of silence to remember Cao Shunli and other human rights 

defenders who have died or been killed as a consequence of their advocacy at the UN. 

Following a procedural challenge and protracted debate, the moment of silence was interrupted, as 

China argued that NGO speakers in the Human Rights Council were not allowed to be silent.  

'The oppostion by China to silently honour human rights defender Cao Shunli who died for her 

attempt to participate in the work of the UN is shocking,' Michael Ineichen, Director of Human 

Rights Council Advocacy at the International Service for Human Rights said. 'However, Chinese 

efforts in Geneva and in many capitals around the world to interfere with the rights of NGOs to 

contribute to the work of the Human Rights Council are sadly only a glimpse of the brutal pattern of 

reprisals and intimidation that activists face in China,' Mr Ineichen said.  

The right to freedom of expression includes a right to observe silence. China's repression of freedom 

of expression at home and attempted silencing of dissent at the UN demonstrate that it is unfit to be 

a member of the Human Rights Council. 

Below is a full text of the ISHR statement made on the occasion of the adoption of the Universal 

Periodic Review of China. 

Mr President, 

Among the recommendations accepted today is one to 'ensure that human rights defenders can exercise their 

legitimate activities, including participation in international mechanisms, without being subjected to reprisals.' 

China's description of this as ‘already implemented’ is manifestly untrue. 

A flagrant case of ‘deadly reprisal’ is that of Chinese human rights defender Cao Shunli. She was arrested as 

she attempted to board her plane to Geneva to attend the Human Rights Council’s September session. While 

in prison, Ms Cao was denied proper medical attention, and died last week as a result. 

Cao Shunli died for her attempt to cooperate with the UPR, for her unwavering dedication to the human 

rights struggle in her country. She paid with her life for her conviction that the United Nations’ top human 

rights body would offer civil society some of the space that human rights defenders are denied at home in 

China. 

mailto:m.ineichen@ishr.ch
http://youtu.be/de-63tSwUl8
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On 14 September, Chinese Public Security officials arrested Cao Shunli as she attempted to board a plane to 

travel to Geneva, to attend the Council’s September session. Her crime: demanding full civil society 

participation in the UPR process. 

Several human rights defenders have since been either disappeared or detained, simply for showing their 

support for Cao Shunli. 

Ms Cao was transferred from prison to hospital in a critical condition on 20 February 2014 after being 

denied access to proper medical care in prison. Authorities refused repeated requests by family and 

lawyers for bail on medical grounds. Sadly, she has passed away last Friday. 

Mr President, 

Cao Shunli’s death is a direct result of China’s denial of her basic civil and political rights, together with a 

denial of access to adequate health care in violation of China’s obligations under the International Covenant 

on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the Convention Against Torture. 

As a Council member, China must uphold the highest human rights standards and fully cooperate with it. 

Cao Shunli’s detention, ill-treatment and ultimately her death is manifestly incompatible with these obligations. 

Mr President, ISHR and others will use the remaining speaking time alloted to ISHR to observe a moment 

of silence to remember Cao Shunli, and human rights defenders everywhere who 

have lost their lives in their struggle. 

(silence) 

Thank you Mr. President. 

'MY FAVOURITE WORD IS FREEDOM' - ISHR SUPPORTS SHIN DONG-HYUK GIVE 

EVIDENCE TO UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL  

(Geneva, 17 March 2014) - 'When I turned 14, my mother and my older brother were publicly executed 

before my father's and my eyes....' 

The International Service for Human Rights is proud to have supported North Korean human rights 

defender and the only known escapee of Camp 14, Shin Dong-Hyuk, in giving witness testimony to 

the UN Human Rights Council about gross human rights violations in North Korea. 

Shin, who was born in a North Korean prison camp and forced to watch the public execution of his 

mother and brother at the age of 14, called for the UN Human Rights Council and global community 

to ensure freedom for North Korean people and accountability for gross human rights violations in 

the country. 

Shin's full statement follows: 

I thank you for inviting me. My name is Shin Dong Hyuk. And my hometown is in North Korea. At present, I 

cannot return to my hometown. I was born in a political prisoner camp. My parents were political prisoner 

and when I was born, I became a political prisoner as well.  

When I turned 14 year-old, my mother and my older brother was publicly executed. My father and I had to 

stand and watched the death of my mother and brother; however, I couldn’t cry at that moment. I never 

learned how to cry upon my mother and brother’s death in political prisoner camp. 
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I ask you to open your eyes and look around the room and look for anyone who looks evil. In my eyes, there 

is not a single person who seems to be evil in this room, but I like you to know that we can find evilness in the 

heart of man. In Nazi concentration camp, 6 million people were slaughtered by people whose face seemed 

to reflect goodness of their heart. And 60 years later, at this moment in North Korea, hundred thousands of 

political prisoners are waiting for their death. 

My favourite word is freedom. If North Korean leader has his freedom, then North Korean citizens should 

also enjoy their freedom. No one has a right to deprive of anyone the DNA of mankind: freedom. I do not 

have any power in my hand, so I like to ask this from you.  

Please relieve my North Korean brothers and sisters from their predicaments. 

Thank you for your listening. 

You can also watch a video of Shin addressing the Council here.  

UN EVENT SPOTLIGHTS THE PROTECTION NEEDS OF WOMEN HUMAN 

RIGHTS DEFENDERS  

(New York, 13 March 2014) – ‘States and United Nations entities must take concrete steps to 

protect and support Women Human Rights Defenders,’ said panellists at a high-level UN event on 

Monday 13 March. The event – ‘Protect Women Human Rights Defenders: from resolution to 

solutions’ - took place on the opening day of the 58th session of the UN Commission on the Status of 

Women (CSW). 

Opening the event, Hans Brattskar, Deputy Foreign Minister of Norway, stressed States’ obligations 

to protect Women Human Rights Defenders, drawing attention to the recent resolution on the 

subject by the UN General Assembly:  ‘While States may not always agree with the views of Women 

Human Rights Defenders, they must protect their rights. Through the GA resolution, States have 

made important commitments in that regard,’ he said. 

The moderator of the event, Charlotte Bunch, leading scholar on women’s human rights and a Board 

Member of the Association for Women’s Rights in Development (AWID), added that ‘the resolution 

adopted by the GA in December last year is a crucial implementation tool in that it provides a 

roadmap for States to put in place gender-specific policies and programmes for the greater 

protection of WHRDs.’ 

Women Human Rights Defenders on the panel highlighted the particular challenges and risks faced 

by defenders in their respective regions. Sussan Tahmasebi of the International Civil Society Action 

Network (ICAN) stressed that ‘WHRDs in the Middle East and North Africa region are facing 

multiple challenges due to religious extremism, increased violence, political transition and claims of 

cultural relativism’. She emphasised that ‘human rights are universal, and cannot be justified through 

claims of culture, religion or tradition; violence is not our culture.’ 

’In Mexico and Central America, Women Human Rights Defenders face threats because they 

challenge stereotypes and perceptions about the status of women in society,’ said Cristina Hardaga 

Fernandez of JASS (Just Associates). ‘Threats include harassment, defamation, ill-treatment, arrests, 

criminalisation and sexual violence, coming both from State and non-State actors, often with 

complete impunity’, she added. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6I5WrGBJl5E
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/181
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/181
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John Hendra, Deputy Executive Director of UN Women, stressed the need for a transformative 

approach to addressing gender discrimination and inequality in the post-2015 development 

framework, noting that ‘Women Human Rights Defenders have a huge role to play in holding 

governments accountable to the commitments they are making for 2015 and beyond.’ Mr Hendra 

also emphasised the need for States to create an enabling environment for Women Human Rights 

Defenders and UN Women’s role in that process: ‘UN Women can assist States to ensure that their 

laws and policies protect WHRDs, not silence them.” 

Several of the event organisers commented on the quality of the discussion and the way forward. 

Sarah Marland from the Women Human Rights Defender International Coalition said “today’s 

discussion was a timely reminder that the protection of Women Human Rights Defenders is an 

essential component in any plans for development. The Women Human Rights Defenders Resolution 

provides a framework for those plans that will ensure that women human rights defenders are able 

to carry out their work free from threats and violence.’ 

Nicole Bjerler of Amnesty International’s UN Office in New York noted that ‘the realities faced by 

Women Human Rights Defenders in all parts of the world demonstrate how important it is that 

States give recognition to and support their important and legitimate work.’ She added that ‘UN 

Women and other UN entities, in particular at country level, can also greatly assist by engaging in 

regular exchanges with WHRDs to learn more about their work and concerns’. 

Madeleine Sinclair of the International Service for Human Rights underlined the need for further 

discussions on how to protect all Women Human Rights Defenders, regardless of the rights they 

work on: ‘States must recognize that Women Human Rights Defenders are diverse, work in different 

contexts around the world and face extraordinary risks. This is particularly so for those working on 

women’s rights or gender issues, and for those challenging gender stereotypes and perceptions about 

the status of women in society. Discussions such as today’s are an important step in attaining this 

recognition,’ she said 

Daniela Fonkatz of AWID echoed the need to consider the specific context Women Human Rights 

Defenders are working in when designing protection measures, emphasizing that ‘the different risks 

and violations Women Human Rights Defenders face underscore the need for differential support 

and gender-specific protection measures, that take into account the specific context as well as the 

diversity of Women Human Rights Defenders.’ 

‘What is clear is that women human rights defenders are under attack in all parts of the world,’ said 

Diana Sarosi of the Nobel Women’s Initiative. ‘While this resolution is timely, what is needed now is 

political will to implement the resolution. We call on all governments to take leadership and put 

robust, effective and gender sensitive protection mechanisms in place so that Women Human Rights 

Defenders can do their work.’  

BACKGROUND 

The UN General Assembly passed its first resolution on Women Human Rights Defenders in 

December 2013. The resolution is a significant step forward in protecting Women Human Rights 

Defenders who face risks and attacks for their work to promote human rights. 

The Commission on the Status of Women, meeting from 10-21 March 2014 in New York, is the 

principle global policy-making body dedicated to gender equality and the advancement of women. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/181
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/68/181
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The theme of the 58th session is ‘Challenges and achievements in the implementation of the 

Millennium Development Goals for women and girls’. 

The main outcome document of the CSW is the agreed conclusions on the priority theme. These 

will contain an assessment of progress, gaps and challenges and provide concrete recommendations 

for action by Governments, civil society, and other key stakeholders, to be implemented at the 

international, regional, national and sub-national levels. 

In view of the important and legitimate role of Women Human Rights Defenders working on 

development-related issues, it is critical that the agreed conclusions urge States to take practical 

steps to prevent and address violence against Women Human Rights Defenders and integrate a 

gender perspective into efforts to create a safe and enabling environment for the defence of human 

rights. Such language would be an important recognition of the challenges faced and protection 

measures needed. 

ISHR PROJECT CONTRIBUTES TO HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRESS IN MANO RIVER 

UNION COUNTRIES 

(Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire, 10 March 2014) - The UN Human Rights Council's Universal Periodic Review 

process can be an important catalyst for coordination between States, national human rights 

institutions and human rights defenders and can contribute to concrete human rights change on the 

ground, the International Service for Human Rights said today. 

ISHR has recently completed a three-year Irish Aid-funded project in the Mano River Union 

countries of Cote d’Ivoire, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. The purpose of the project was to bring 

together key human rights stakeholders from each of the countries - including government 

representatives, civil society actors and national human rights institutions - with a view to preparing 

for the Universal Periodic Review and collaborating on the implementation of recommendations.  

The project had a particular focus on promoting the participation of women in the UPR process and 

ensuring the effective implementation of recommendations relating to women's rights and the 

protection of women human rights defenders. 

In our assessment this ISHR project contributed directly and indirectly to at least ten positive human 

rights developments in the sub-region: 

1. Strengthening national human rights institutions: Spurred on by participation in the 

ISHR UPR project, the Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone convened two key 

national consultations with State and civil society representatives. The NHRI has taken 

ownership of its role, encouraging monitoring and implementation of UPR recommendations. 

In addition, as the only ‘A’ status national human rights institution in the Mano River Union 

region, the Human Rights Commission of Sierra Leone is now working with other 

participants at the workshops to provide advice, assistance and support to establish and 

strengthen other NHRIs in the region. 

2. Promoting communication and coordination between key human rights actors:’ 

Discussions and coordination meetings between State, NHRI and NGOs that were 

encouraged and initiated at the workshops have continued and, in some cases, have been 

formalized. These opportunities for debate and exchange have also provided input for and 

momentum to the production of UPR reports. For example: 
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 Members of the Cote d’Ivoire NGO ‘Committee for the Follow up to the UPR’ 

convened a workshop to assess the implementation of recommendations from the 1st 

cycle, in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice, Human Rights and Public Freedoms. 

Following this, the Committee drafted and submitted its report for the UPR 2nd Cycle.  

 The Cote d’Ivoire Directorate for the Promotion of Human Rights of the Ministry of 

Justice and Human Rights convened a discussion with civil society to inform the content 

of their UPR 2nd Cycle report. 

 In Liberia the Coalition of Human Rights Defenders (LICHRD) held a three day 

workshop in collaboration with the Ministry of Justice and the Liberian National Human 

Rights Institution to group UPR recommendations thematically and then identify relevant 

State agencies responsible for their implementation. 

3. Strengthening human rights monitoring and reporting: With the boost given through 

participation in the ISHR project, the Sierra Leone NHRI has significantly contributed to the 

development of the Sierra Leone UPR mid-term report on the implementation of 

recommendations. Engagement in the UPR has also been shown, in some cases, to have a 

positive impact on reporting to other human rights mechanisms. For example, the UPR 

process, allied with active civil society follow up, has been a catalyst for Liberia submitting its 

first ever report to the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights on the 

implementation of its obligations under the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights. 

4. Development of National Human Rights Action Plans, incorporating UPR 

recommendations: As discussed and recommended at the workshops associated with this 

project, National Human Rights Action Plans have been developed to incorporate UPR 

recommendations in Sierra Leone and Liberia. In the case of Liberia, human rights defender 

participants in the ISHR UPR project consider their role in the process of the elaboration of 

the Liberian National Human Rights Action Plan as a key success. 

5. Establishment of UPR follow up committees: The Cote d’Ivoire NGO ‘Committee for 

the Follow up to the UPR’ was established as a result of this project and is now a key and 

acknowledged civil society actor by State and NHRI representatives. During the Colloquium 

the Cote d’Ivoire Minister of Justice, Human Rights and Public Freedoms responded to calls 

and announced the establishment of a multi-stakeholder committee for the follow up of UPR 

recommendations.  

6. Strengthening advocacy efforts by human rights defenders: Human rights defenders 

have learnt to use UPR recommendations as fillips for change on specific human rights issues. 

For example, the Liberian Coalition of Human Rights Defenders (LICHRD) has been working 

with State agencies to review the law on the prevention of domestic violence. 

7. Strengthening civil society engagement with diplomatic missions: Human rights 

defenders in Cote d’Ivoire noted that engaging with diplomatic missions in the framework of 

the UPR has led to greater indications of diplomatic support to the promotion of human 

rights in the country and to the work of human rights defenders. 

8. Greater engagement of women human rights defenders in the UPR: Since engaging 

in this project the Sierra Leone ‘Human Rights Defenders Secretariat’ has actively sought to 

recruit women defenders to join their human rights defenders network. The project has 
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encouraged all participants to better appreciate the importance of women’s meaningful 

involvement in human rights defender groupings, as well as in specific human rights processes 

such as the UPR.  

9. Greater commitment of the Mano River Union as a means to better protect 

rights: A senior staff member of the Mano River Union Secretariat expressed his interest in 

greater institutional commitment to support Union member states with the implementation 

of their international obligations on human rights. The Colloquium underlined the value in 

greater identification as members of the Mano River Union, and the sharing of good practice, 

as a means to strengthen the promotion and protection of human rights in the sub-region 

and more widely.  

10. Overcoming language barriers to collaboration on human rights: The ISHR project 

has enabled communication between francophone and anglophone participants who are so 

frequently divided by language. In the exchanges of emails following the colloquium in 

Abidjan, a couple of participants have tried their hand in the language foreign to them, as an 

indication of their interest in encouraging better communication across the Mano River 

Union!  

ISHR is persuaded that sustained engagement with multiple stakeholders concerned with the UPR 

results in very concrete, positive outcomes. These relate to defining, monitoring and pushing for the 

implementation of human rights recommendations. Participants from all stakeholder groups at the 

Colloquium consistently spoke of their interest in ongoing joint work around the UPR and other 

human rights processes.  

Contacts: Eleanor Openshaw and Clement Voule on e.openshaw@ishr.ch and c.voule@ishr.ch 

SILENCE IS NOT AN OPTION: CIVIL SOCIETY CALLS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 

COUNCIL TO ACT ON EGYPT  

(Update – Geneva, 7 March 2014) - A cross-regional group of 27 States (including Germany, 

Switzerland, the US, Japan, Turkey and Ireland, among others) responded to the NGO call below by 

delivering a joint statement to the Human Rights Council on the situation in Egypt today. 

The statement expresses 'concern about the restrictions on the rights to peaceful assembly, 

expression and association, and about the disproportionate use of lethal force by security forces 

against demonstrators which resulted in large numbers of deaths and injuries' and calls for proper 

investigations and accountability in this regard. 

The statement also recognises that 'human rights defenders and civil society as a whole have an 

important and legitimate role in the promotion of human rights, democracy and the rule of law' and 

'urges the Egyptian government to end ongoing harassment and threats against those who express 

dissent and release those arrested for exercising their rights to freedom of peaceful assembly, of 

expression and of association.' 

The statement was welcomed by members of the NGO coalition which drafted the open letter 

below. 

'For the first time UN member states have used the forum of the Human Rights Council to spotlight 

the abuses going on in Egypt,' said Human Rights Watch's Geneva Director, Julie de Rivero. 'Egyptian 

mailto:e.openshaw@ishr.ch
mailto:c.voule@ishr.ch
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/hrc25_-_joint_statement_on_egypt_under_item_2.pdf
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authorities are now on notice that the international community will not ignore their crackdown on 

dissent and impunity for repeated, unlawful killings of protesters.' 

(Geneva, 3 March 2014) – The UN Human Rights Council should act to address the severe and 

worsening crackdown on peaceful political activists, human rights defenders and independent 

journalists in Egypt, a coalition of leading non-governmental organisations said today. 

In an open letter to Ambassadors to the UN in Geneva, the coalition said ‘Repression in Egypt has 

reached levels unprecedented since the 2011 uprising.’ 

According to the NGOs, ‘The current human rights situation is characterized by repeated excessive 

use of force, including lethal force, by the security forces, leading to the death of hundreds of 

protesters; increasingly severe restrictions on freedom of association, freedom of assembly and 

freedom of expression, as well as academic freedoms; the arbitrary imprisonment of protest leaders, 

university students, journalists and others; and a failure to protect vulnerable groups, including 

minorities.’ 

The letter further states that ‘women’s rights have been particularly affected’, that ‘high levels of 

sexual and gender-based violence have been reported’ and that ‘the effective participation of women 

in the public sphere has diminished due to continued impunity for gender-based violations.’ 

The NGO coalition, which includes Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch and the 

International Service for Human Rights, is calling for States to mobilise and coordinate for the Human 

Rights Council to adopt a resolution on Egypt in accordance with its mandate to ‘address situations 

of violations of human rights, including gross and systematic violations.’ 

‘The crackdown has led to increasing instability within Egypt, and a rapidly deteriorating human rights 

situation. In this context the UN HRC should call on the Egyptian government to respect its 

international human rights obligations, ensure accountability for human rights violations within the 

country, and act in accordance with democratic principles,’ the letter says. 

The letter is also available in French. 

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL MUST COMBAT DISCRIMINATION, END IMPUNITY 

AND EXPAND CIVIL SOCIETY SPACE  

(Geneva, 6 March 2014) - The UN Human Rights Council must do more to combat discrimination, 

end impunity for attacks on human rights defenders, and protect and expand civil society space, the 

International Service for Human Rights said today. 

In a Statement to the Council's 25th session in response to the High Commissioner's Annual 

Statement and Report, ISHR expresses deep regret at the passage of laws in 

Russia, Nigeria and Uganda which effectively criminalise the work of defenders who advocate for 

equality and against discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation or gender identity. 

'Such laws are one element of the worsening restrictions on civil society and are manifestly 

incompatible with the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, as well as the rights to freedom of 

expression, association and assembly,' said ISHR Director Phil Lynch. 

In its statement ISHR also says that while human rights defenders play a crucial role in combating 

impunity, they are themselves often victims of impunity. 'Ensuring that threats and attacks against 

http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/hrc25_joint_ngo_letter_egypt_-_english.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/hrc25_joint_ngo_letter_egypt_-_french.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/ishr_-_statement_under_item_2_-_25th_session.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/hcannualreport-statement.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/hcannualreport-statement.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/news/nigeria-should-repeal-law-targeting-lgbt-rights-and-defenders
http://www.ishr.ch/news/ishr-condemns-ugandan-presidents-signing-law-anti-homosexuality-bill
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defenders are properly investigated, and perpetrators held to account, is crucial to establishing a safe 

and enabling environment for their work,' Mr Lynch said. 

The statement draws particular attention to the case of Chinese human rights defender Cao Shunli, 

who was disappeared, detained, and denied access to adequate health care in an effort to prevent her 

from participating in a UN review of China's human rights record. 'Intimidation and reprisals amount 

to an attack on civil society, the rule of law and the UN itself. They demand this Council's and the 

broader UN’s attention and response,' Mr Lynch said. 

The statement also expresses concern at the disturbing pattern of attacks against human rights 

defenders who protest against business operations and major development projects, with recent 

examples in Mexico, Russia, Cambodia and Uganda. In this regard, ISHR calls on States to take 

specific measures to respect and protect the work of defenders who work on these issues, including 

by guaranteeing their rights to peaceful protest and participation in decision-making processes. 

This is the last Annual Report that the current UN High Commissione for Human Rights, Naiv Pillay, 

will deliver before her term finishes on 31 August 2014. Thanking the High Commissioner fer her 

invaluable work, ISHR told Ms Pillay that 'throughout your term you have stood up for human rights 

defenders, been accessible to civil society, and pursued justice for victims. We look forward to your 

successor following the outstanding example you have set.' 

Contact: Phil Lynch, Director, on p.lynch@ishr.ch or + 41 76 708 4738. 

PROFILES OF REPRESENTATIVES OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 

FIGHTING TO OBTAIN ECOSOC CONSULTATIVE STATUS TO THE UN 

ISHR has decided to publish a series of profiles of representatives of non-governmental organisations 

fighting to obtain ECOSOC consultative status to the UN through the ECOSOC Committee on 

NGOs. Consultative status is required to attend and participate in many UN meetings, including 

those of the Human Rights Council. We hope these profiles will help expose the Committee's 

dysfunction, share the struggles of human rights defenders that are repeatedly blocked from bringing 

their experiences and insights on critical issues to policy-making at the UN, and ultimately help 

secure consultative status to the UN for these credible NGOs carrying out important and valuable 

human rights work. 

THE INTERNATIONAL DALIT SOLIDARITY NETWORK 

The International Dalit Solidarity Network (IDSN) submitted its application for general consultative 

status to the Committee on NGOs in 2007. Since then, the application has been deferred by the 

Committee, and IDSN has received 63 questions – all of which were posed by one Committee 

member: India. Many of India's questions contain similar content, or have already been responded to 

by IDSN in their application or previous replies. India continues to block IDSN year after year, 

despite being a ‘democratic’ government with constitutional guarantees and laws which prohibit 

caste-based discrimination.  

IDSN was founded in 2000 as an international network of civil society organisations and registered in 

2003 as an international organisation in Copenhagen, Denmark. The network consists of national 

advocacy platforms in caste-affected countries, Dalit solidarity networks in Europe and international, 

national and research associates.  

http://www.ishr.ch/news/human-rights-council-must-demand-release-detained-chinese-human-rights-defender
http://www.ishr.ch/news/end-attacks-human-rights-defenders-who-protest-against-business-operations-and-development
http://www.ishr.ch/news/end-attacks-human-rights-defenders-who-protest-against-business-operations-and-development
mailto:p.lynch@ishr.ch
tel:+%2041%2076%20708%204738
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‘Caste discrimination is one of the biggest human rights violations in the world today; both in 

terms of the numbers affected and the severity of the human rights violations caused by this 

form of discrimination’ 

There are an estimated 260 million victims of caste-based discrimination worldwide, the vast majority 

living in South Asia.  

The IDSN works on a global level for the elimination of caste discrimination, including advocacy on 

discrimination and violence against Dalit women, forced and bonded labour, equal access to services 

and resources for Dalits, and access to justice. The network produces crucial input in the form of 

documentation, strategic interventions and lobbying at the international level, including facilitating 

Dalit rights interventions at the UN. 

Through engagement with the UN, EU and other multilateral institutions, IDSN has helped bring 

caste discrimination and ‘untouchability’ onto the human rights agenda, and has helped change 

policies and practices that lead to caste discrimination  

‘The lack of recognition of caste-based discrimination as an international human rights issue 

by India has resulted in the absence of any constructive engagement in the context of the UN 

human rights agenda by this state. ’ 

India appears to want to ‘punish’ IDSN for its extensive cooperation with the UN on caste 

discrimination. India's position leads to hesitance by other states to engage proactively in 

international initiatives for the elimination of caste discrimination. For example, a set of draft UN 

principles and guidelines for the effective elimination of Discrimination based on Work and Descent 

(covering caste discrimination), published by the Human Rights Council in 2009, is still pending 

consideration and adoption by this body.  

‘It remains a big challenge for our work that the organisation’s application for ECOSOC 

accreditation has not yet been granted to ensure its free and effective association with the 

UN. ’ 

IDSN wants to be better able to monitor and influence the work in the UN on caste discrimination. 

Consultative status would provide for easy and direct access to various UN bodies, including the 

human rights mechanisms. Particularly, the ability to attend and observe all proceedings of the 

Human Rights Council and to submit written statements and make oral interventions to the Human 

Rights Council would greatly enable IDSN’s engagement with the UN.  

‘This continued and deliberate obstruction of the granting of ECOSOC consultative status to 

IDSN, on no legitimate grounds whatsoever, amounts to exclusion and reprisal against a civil 

society organisation hindering its legitimate work with the UN.’ 

IDSN members and associates, as human rights defenders from affected countries, are in some cases 

subjected to reprisals from both state and non-state actors. Restrictions on visas for IDSN staff and 

several European based network members have hindered their entry into India and thereby close 

engagement with partners in their country situations. Severe restrictions on a number of Indian 

organisations on receiving foreign funds is a particularly worrying trend. These and other tactics used 

by India to intimidate and block the IDSN from freely associating with the UN not only constitutes 

reprisal but is incompatible with the principles of non-discrimination, equality, participation, 

transparency and accountability laid out in resolution 1996/31 governing consultative status. 
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THE YOUTH COALITION FOR SEXUAL AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS 

The Youth Coalition for Sexual and Reproductive Rights (YCSRR) submitted their application in 2011 

and since then has received more than 25 questions. The governments of China, Pakistan and several 

African countries, including Morocco and Sudan, insist on asking repetitive questions. The rules of 

procedure are such that as long as a question is asked, it must be submitted to and answered by the 

NGO (thus deferring the NGO's application usually to the next session).   

‘We envision a world where the diversities of all young people are respected and celebrated, 

and where they are empowered and supported to fully and freely exercise their sexual and 

reproductive rights.’ 

YCSRR aims to ensure that the sexual and reproductive rights (SRR) of all young people are 

respected, guaranteed and promoted, and strives to secure the meaningful participation of young 

people in decision-making that affects their lives, by advocating, generating knowledge, sharing 

information, building partnerships and training young activists with a focus on the regional and 

international levels. The YCSRR is registered in Ontario, Canada as a not for profit youth led 

organisation. In 2013 the organisation opened a satellite office in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

YCSRR was established in 1999, during the five-year review of International Conference on 

Population and Development (ICPD) a landmark document affirming adolescents’ sexual and 

reproductive health and rights (SRHR). In terms of advocacy and engaging with the UN, the year of 

2014 is extremely crucial for YCSRR, as it is the 20 year review of ICPD. 

‘We are witnessing the shifting of trends where governments are become more retrogressive to 

the SRR agenda ’ 

YCSRR is experiencing strong push back against the realisation of youth’s rights, especially for 

women and girls. Many governments suggest that the SRR agenda is a post-colonisation agenda and 

an imposition of ‘Western values’. This assumption is wrong as youth from the South are at the 

forefront of victimisation from the structural inequalities that hinder access and information to SRR.  

YCSRR addresses these challenges through advocacy, including mobilising peers at the national and 

regional level, and collecting evidence of the realities on the ground. The goal is to ensure 

governments recognise and protect youth's human rights, including their SRR. 

‘We hope that the post-2015 development discussion can be a turning point for the UN to 

prioritise the importance of partnership with civil society, especially youth-led organisations.’ 

Since its establishment, YCSRR has been actively engaged at the UN. However, twenty years after 

the ICPD, the results for youth have been disappointing. Data and evidence from the UN's 20-year 

review show that adolescents continue to suffer from lack of access to quality youth-friendly health 

services, experience obstacles in accessing comprehensive sexuality education, and face violence, 

harassment and trauma as a result of their sexual orientation and gender identity. In particular, 

barriers in accessing safe and legal abortion have led to a significant increase in mortality and 

morbidity (often severe and permanent) for young women and girls. Engagement by civil society in 

this and other UN processes is as essential as ever. 

‘As an advocacy organisation, we need ECOSOC accreditation to enable us to be 

meaningfully engaged in the UN platform, especially during Commissions under ECOSOC and 
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General Assembly sessions to advance the status of youth and advocate for the realisation of 

SRR.’ 

A lack of ECOSOC consultative status hinders the participation of YCSRR, but is also greatly 

discouraging for the youth-led organisation, which wants significant and meaningful engagement with 

the UN. Furthermore, the constant deferral by the NGO Committee of the organisation's 

application for ECOSOC consultative status contradicts the message of the UN Secretary General at 

the 2011 International Year on Youth - to ensure that the voices of youth are heard in the UN.  

Contacts: Michelle Evans, michelle.evans@ishrny.org, Programme Manager and New York Advocacy 

Coordinator 

For more information on the work of IDSN see http://www.idsn.or and for more information on the work of 

YCSRR see http://www.youthcoalition.org. 

Our Work to Strengthen Human Rights Systems 

MEXICO'S UPR: WOMEN DEFENDERS SAY IT'S TIME FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

AND PROTECTION  

(Geneva, 19 March 2014) - With Mexico accepting the majority of its recommendations from the 

second cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR), a group of activists led by women human rights 

defenders from across the country held a side event to analyse Mexico's 'progressive diplomacy, 

normative advances and human rights violations'. 

The defenders stressed that Mexico's progressive stance in multilateral forums such as the Human 

Rights Council should not deflect from the necessity that the State put in place real solutions to 

human rights issues in a country which has witnessed 100,000 killings and over 26,000 disappeared 

people in seven years of the so-called 'war on drugs', all to a backdrop of 98% impunity. Mexico 

accepted 166 recommendations, committing to tackle forced disappearances, reduce violence against 

women, and eradicate torture. 

However according to Alma Garcia of the Fray Juan de Larios Human Rights Centre in Coahuila, 

‘What are now needed are comprehensive strategies for follow-up and implementation which 

contemplate the full participation of all branches of Government and adequately involve civil society. 

It is not enough to simply accept the recommendations and go home'. 

40% of recommendations made to Mexico at the UPR referred to the protection of human rights 

defenders and journalists, whilst the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights has 

documented widespread attacks, threats, criminalisation and even killings of activists across the 

country. The women defenders in Geneva underlined that this issue continues to represent a 

fundamental obstacle to human rights protection in Mexico and that the situation has not been 

resolved by the approbation in 2012 of the Law for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders and 

Journalists. 

Cristina Hardaga and Emilie De Wolf underlined that women defenders in particular have faced 

increased attacks in the past year. The Mexican National Network of Women Human Rights 

Defenders (RNDDHM) documented 242 aggressions against women defenders and journalists in 

2013. De Wolf said that five women defenders were killed in Mexico last year. 

http://www.idsn.or/
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The activists agreed that the Protection Mechanism for defenders and journalists created by the 2012 

law still requires political backing, practical elements and a gender perspective in order to function 

and protect activists. As with all of Mexico's UPR recommendations, the international community 

must ensure that human rights defender protection is not simply reflected in progressive language, 

but in effective implementation. 

Contact: Ben Leather, b.leather@ishr.ch 

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL HAS A DUTY TO STRENGTHEN RESPONSE TO 

REPRISALS  

(Geneva, 19 March 2014) - Acts of intimidation or reprisals against human rights defenders and 

others who cooperate with the United Nations are unacceptable in all circumstances, the 

International Service for Human Rights said today. . 

'The Human Rights Council, its President and Member States have a moral and legal duty to ensure 

that all persons are free to access the UN human rights system without hindrance and without fear 

of harassment and attacks. The UN system should ensure that those who seek to contribute to its 

work are protected, not punished,' said Eleanor Openshaw, Head of ISHR's Women Human Rights 

Defender Programme. 

Reprisals against human rights defenders sending information and providing testimony to the UN, 

including its human rights bodies, continue. Reprisals can take many forms – from harassment, to 

detention, to physical attacks and even killings. 

‘Chinese human rights defender Cao Shunli was disappeared, detained and denied adequate medical 

treatment for seeking to cooperate with the Human Rights Council,’ said Ms Openshaw. Ms Cao 

died in Chinese custody on 14 March, during the 25th Council session. 

‘Cases such as that of Cao Shunli expose the inadequacies of the current system-wide UN response 

to preventing reprisals,' Ms Openshaw said. 

Further examples abound. In January, Malaysian authorities outlawed the ‘Coalition of Malaysian 

NGOs’ for reasons that reportedly included submitting a UPR report. One week ago reports 

emerged of the detention of activists in Sri Lanka on suspicion of providing ‘false information’ about 

the human rights situation in the country to advocates working at the Council. 

Reprisals are also having a chilling effect on human rights defenders’ engagement with the UN. ‘We 

know of cases of defenders who are unwilling to risk attending or speaking at the Council for one 

reason only – the fear of intimidation or attack,’ said Ms Openshaw. 

With defenders staying away, UN and Member States are denied the knowledge and experience they 

depend on to carry out their mandates properly. Moreover, reprisals severely limit the potential for 

international mechanisms to be complementary protection tools for victims of human rights 

violations. ‘Those who most need to access international human rights mechanisms are being 

deterred from doing so,’ said Ms Openshaw. ‘This despite the fact that engaging with the UN, 

including the Human Rights Council, is a right.’ 

‘The prevention of reprisals requires a more coordinated, unified and effective response from the 

Council, and we welcome the cross regional statement made by Botswana and many other States 

reaffirming their commitment to see this effected.’ said Ms Openshaw. ISHR considers the 
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designation of a high-level focal point, as requested in HRC resolution 24/24, to be the most 

appropriate response and joins the calls of the Secretary-General and High Commissioner to see this 

resolution swiftly implemented. 

'The UN Human Rights Council, its President and Member States have both a moral and legal 

obligation to ensure that human rights defenders and others can access the Council and other UN 

mechanisms without hindrance and without fear of intimidation and attack,' Ms Openshaw said. 

ISHR's Statement to the Human Rights Council on the prevention of reprisals is available here. 

A cross-regional statement led by Botswana reaffirming a commitment to end reprisals and calling for 

a comprehensive, coordinated institutional response is available here. 

Contact: Eleanor Openshaw on e.openshaw@ishr.ch or + 41 78 944 2552. 

NGOS HIGHLIGHT ESSENTIAL CRITERIA FOR EXPERT ON FREEDOM OF 

EXPRESSION 

(Geneva, 14 March 2014) – ISHR, together with a coalition of NGOs, has developed a checklist that 

sets out the requirements prospective candidates should meet for the position of UN Special 

Rapporteur on freedom of opinion and expression. 

The important position will open up in July 2014 at the end of Frank La Rue’s six years of service to 

the mandate. The aim of the checklist is to help ensure that whomever is appointed to the role will 

enable the mandate to continue on equally strong terms, and to meet the increasing global challenges 

against the right to freedom of opinion and expression. 

The mandate was created in 1993 and has played a crucial role in protecting freedom of expression 

and information - giving attention to many of the worst abuses of these rights, and as an avenue 

through which victims of violations can have their voices heard on the international stage. 

The checklist has been submitted in a written statement to the Human Rights Council's 25th session, 

and was signed by Africa Freedom of Information Centre, Asian Legal Resource Centre, Amnesty 

International, Article 19, Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies, the Committee for the Protection 

of Journalists, the East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project, International Service for 

Human Rights, Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance, and Reporters Without Borders. 

PROMOTING GOOD PRACTICE IN PROTECTING CIVIL SOCIETY SPACE 

(Geneva, 11 March 2014) - Promoting and protecting civil society space, including by guaranteeing 

the safety and freedom of journalists and human rights defenders, is crucial to democracy and the 

rule of law, the International Service for Human Rights told the UN Human Rights Council today. 

Speaking on behalf of a coalition of NGOs – including Amnesty International, the East and Horn of 

Africa Human Rights Defenders Project, the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, Human Rights 

House Foundation, the International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission, the World 

Organisation Against Torture, and Peace Brigades International –  ISHR said that activism and protest 

are essential to progress.  

'Accusations that activism hinders progress or threatens security should not be tolerated. 

Questioning motives or methods of protest cannot justify a loss of rights. Laws restricting freedom 

of assembly - as passed in Egypt and proposed in Spain - should be rescinded, whilst States must 

http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/ishr_-_statement_under_item_5_-_25th_session.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/news/ambassador-mothusi-bruce-rabasha-palai-un-member-states-must-commit-ending-reprisals
mailto:e.openshaw@ishr.ch
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/a_hrc25_ngo_176_en_item5.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/a_hrc25_ngo_176_en_item5.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/140311-statement-council-25-civilsocietyspace-joint.pdf
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prevent and sanction the excessive use of force, of the kind seen recently in Venezuela and the 

Ukraine,' said Ben Leather of ISHR. 

ISHR also called on States such as Ethiopia to revoke laws which criminalise NGOs on the basis of 

their funding or activities, and promote laws which prohibit the State from doing just that, such as 

that enacted in Australia. 'We commend Australia on the recent passage of it's Not-for-Profit Sector 

Freedom to Advocate Act,' Mr Leather said. 

ISHR further urged the Council to condemn threatening legislation in countries including Nigeria, 

Uganda and Russia, which prohibit human rights advocacy relating to sexual orientation and gender 

identity. 'The criminalisation of advocacy relating to LGBT rights and equality is manifestly 

incompatible with basic rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly,' Mr Leather said. 

ISHR's intervention during the Human Rights Council's high-level panel discussion on protecting civil 

society space also drew attention to the importance of States consulting civil society at the outset of 

policy development and engaging human rights defenders in the establishment of laws and 

mechanisms to protect their work. 

'Mexico has shown good practise of how States should legislate to protect human rights defenders, 

but has also shown that good laws cannot be implemented without strong political backing, and that 

civil society space cannot be consolidated without impartial investigations to bring perpetrators to 

justice,' Mr Leather said. 

The statement similarly praised Switzerland for its development of Guidelines on Human Rights 

Defenders, which are intended to provide instruction to Swiss missions and embassies abroad as to 

the steps and measures they should take to protect civil society space and support human rights 

defenders at risk. 

Finally, the statement addressed the continuing incidence of reprisals against human rights defenders 

for the cooperation with the UN. 'When States fail to guarantee civil society space, activists often 

turn to the UN. When that avenue too is closed by intimidation and violence, we must speak out. 

ISHR urges the Council, and the UN as a whole, to ensure a stronger, practical response 

to reprisals,and thus lead by example in protecting civil society space,' Mr Leather said. 

Contact: Michael Ineichen, ISHR Director of Human Rights Council Advocacy, on m.ineichen@ishr.ch 

STATES MUST ENSURE A SAFE AND ENABLING ENVIRONMENT FOR HUMAN 

RIGHTS DEFENDERS  

(Geneva, 10 March 2014) - States must ensure that human rights defenders are able to operate in a 

safe and enabling environment, free from restrictions and attacks, the International Service for 

Human Rights said in a statement to the UN Human Rights Council today.  

Delivering a statement during the Council’s dialogue with Margaret Sekaggya, the current UN expert 

on human rights defenders, ISHR welcomed the Special Rapporteur’s report as a 

comprehensive articulation of the laws, policies and practices that States should put in place to 

protect defenders and called on States to take immediate steps in this regard. 

'15 years on from the adoption of the UN Declaration on Human Rights Defenders it is time for 

States to take the next step and enact its provisions into national law,' said Michael Ineichen, ISHR’s 

Human Rights Council Advocacy Director. 

mailto:m.ineichen@ishr.ch
http://www.ishr.ch/news/states-should-strengthen-laws-and-policies-protect-human-rights-defenders-un-expert
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'States should also review and repeal laws and policies which restrict and even criminalise defenders' 

important work,' Mr Ineichen said. 

The Special Rapporteur's report documents that human rights defenders in all regions – 

including journalists, lawyers, trade unionists and those who work to promote women’s rights and 

the rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and intersex persons – continue to face ‘extraordinary 

risks’. According to the report, these risks include defamation, attacks, detention, torture and even 

killings. The report also documents an increased incidence of violations against people and 

communities opposed to mining, construction and development projects, with protesters attacked 

both by State and non-State actors. 

'The work of human rights defenders is crucial to democracy, development, good governance and 

the rule of law. ISHR calls on States to recognise the value of defenders' work and address the risks 

and restictions they face, including by investigating and ensuring accountability for attacks,' Mr 

Ineichen said. 

During the interactive dialogue a number of States expressed the view that human rights defenders 

should always act within the limits of national law and that restrictions on defenders can be justified 

on the basis of notions such as 'public morals' and 'national security'. 

'Any national law which purports to restrict human rights defenders should itself accord with 

international human rights norms,' said Mr Ineichen. 'Laws that restrict NGO access to foreign funds, 

that criminalise advocacy for LGBT rights, and that severely restrict the rights to freedom of 

expression, association and assembly manifestly fail this basic test.' 

During its statement, ISHR also highlighted the continuing incidence of reprisals against human rights 

defenders. 'Sadly, such reprisals - such as in the case of Chinese defender Cao Shunli - continue with 

impunity and largely unchallenged by the international community,' Mr Ineich said. 'ISHR calls on the 

Council, its President and mechanisms to take concrete action where a State is unable or unwilling to 

investigate or prosecute threats or attacks against human rights defenders.' 

ISHR also used the opportunity to thank the current Special Rapporteur for her excellent work in 

the mandate. 'The UN expert on human rights defenders is an important pillar of advice, support and 

protection for defenders around the world, especially when their national context is restrictive,' Mr 

Ineichen said. 

Norway is currently leading negotiations on a resolution calling for the renewal of the mandate of 

the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders. 'We look to the Council to give substantive 

follow-up to the report, including by renewing a strong mandate and providing political support to 

the expert analysis and recommendations of the Special Rapporteur’, Mr Ineichen said. 

Download the statement to the Council. 

Contact: Michael Ineichen, m.ineichen@ishr.ch, +41 78 827 77 86 

 

 

http://www.ishr.ch/news/human-rights-council-must-demand-release-detained-chinese-human-rights-defender
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/140307-statement-council-25-hrds-final.pdf
mailto:m.ineichen@ishr.ch
tel:+41%2078%20827%2077%2086
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Key Developments in the Promotion and Protection of Human 

Rights 

UNITED NATIONS EXPERT URGES CÒTE D’IVOIRE TO ALLOW RIGHTS 

DEFENDERS TO PLAY THEIR ROLE FOR RECONCILIATION AND PROGRESS 

On 7 March 2014, the UN Independent Expert on the situation of human rights in Cote d’Ivoire, Mr. 

Doudou Diène, called on the government to take all necessary measure to allow human rights 

defender organisations to play their role for the reconciliation and consolidation of progress in the 

country.  

‘Civil society should be strong, independent and have sufficient resources to play a central role in 

guaranteeing a democratic multiparty system, a role that should have full political recognition and 

appropriate legal protection’ Mr. Diène said.  

This appeal for civil society engagement came after security forces, without legal mandate, banned a 

seminar on the Remobilization of the Ivorian Civil Society Federation, which was to take place in 

Abidjan on 27 February 2014…more. 

SRI LANKA RELEASES HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS WITHOUT CHARGE AFTER 

INTERNATIONAL OUTCRY 

Human rights defenders Ruki Fernando and Father Praveen were held for 48 hours and released 

without charge on 19 March 2014. The two had been arrested for ‘terrorism’ and ‘causing 

discomfort to the government and earning money by sharing information with foreign countries’ on 

16 March 2014. 

Both Mr. Fernando and Father Praveen have worked tirelessly with families of individuals thought to 

have been abducted by the government. The two were detained while trying to secure the release of 

a mother and daughter who were being held following their participation in demonstrations against 

disappearances last November…more.  

DISTURBING LEVELS OF VIOLENCE AGAINST LGBTI PERSONS AND DEFENDERS 

IN THE AMERICAS 

The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights has urged the Organization of American States to 

adopt urgent and effective measures to prevent and tackle violence against LGBTI human rights 

defenders.  

For the last four months, the Commission has received an increasing number of reported violent 

attacks against LGBTI organisations from Haiti, Honduras, Chile, Nicaragua, and Peru. LGBTI 

defenders promoting awareness against homophobia also face obstacles such as verbal attacks and 

threats to their employment…more. 

HIGH COMMISSIONER NAVI PILLAY DEPLORES DIRE HUMAN RIGHTS 

SITUATION IN CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC  

On 20 March 2014, two months after the Human Rights Council’s special session on the human 

rights situation in the Central African Republic (CAR), Ms. Navi Pillay warned that the CAR still ‘lacks 

a coherent national army, police, or justice system’ and ’the inter-communal hatred remains at a 

terrifying level’.  

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14329&LangID=E
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/19/sri-lanka-activists-freed-ruki-fernando-father-praveen-mahesan
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/media_center/PReleases/2014/023.asp
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‘How many more children have to be decapitated, how many more women and girls will be raped, 

how many more acts of cannibalism must there be, before we really sit up and pay attention?’pleaded 

Ms. Pillay, as she called on the international community to increase funding, particularly for the 

establishment of a National Human Rights Commission…more.  

Opportunities for NGO Engagement 

In Brief 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY THEMATIC DEBATES AND HIGH LEVEL EVENTS 

The General Assembly will hold thematic debates on the role of partnerships and their contributions, 

on 9 and 10 April; and ensuring peaceful and stable societies, on 24 and 25 April. High-level events 

will also be held on human rights and the rule of law from, 9 to 10 June. 

 

COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF CHILD 

The Committee on the Rights of Child will meet in Geneva from 26 May to 13 June. The deadline for 

submission of NGO information will be posted here. 

The Committee will review the reports of India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, and Saint Lucia. India, 

Jordan, and the United-Kingdom will be reviewed under the optional protocol on the sale of 

children, child prostitution and child pornography. India and Jordan will also be reviewed under the 

optional protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict. 

The pre-sessional working group of the 68th session of the Committee will be held from 16 – 20 

June. It will consider the reports of Colombia, Dominican Republic, Gambia, Jamaica, Mauritius, 

Sweden, Switzerland, Turkmenistan, United Republic of Tanzania, and Uruguay. 

COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN  

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women will meet in Geneva from 30 

June to 18 July. The schedule of country examinations will be posted here. 

The Committee will review the reports of the Central African Republic, Georgia, India, Lithuania, 

Mauritania, Peru, Swaziland, and Syria. 

The pre-sessional working group for the Committee's 60th session will take place from 21 to 25 July. 

It will consider the reports of Azerbaijan, Denmark, Ecuador, Eritrea, Gabon, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, 

and Tuvalu. 

111TH SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE  

The Human Right Council will hold its next session in Geneva from 7 to 25 July. The Committee will 

review the reports of Chile, Georgia, Ireland, Japan, Malawi, and Sudan. 

Countries under review of Country Report Task Forces for the adoption of list of issues: Cambodia, 

Côte d'Ivoire, Cyprus, France, Russian Federation. Countries under review of Task Forces for the 

adoption of the list of issues prior to reporting: Mexico and Poland. 

The deadline for submission of the NGO information with respect to States upon which List of 

Issues and List of issues prior to reporting will be adopted is 25 April 2014 (electronic form) and 13 

June (hardcopies). The deadline for information on State parties to be examined by the Committee 

electronically and in hardcopy is 13 June 2014. The deadline for registration is 27 June. 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=47388#.UzKw-fldXTo
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68/settingthestage/3rop.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68/settingthestage/6esps.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/68/settingthestage/5hrrol.shtml
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=843&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=842&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=842&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=814&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=923&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=626&Lang=en
http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.aspx?symbolno=INT%2fCCPR%2fINF%2f111%2f21787&Lang=en
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WEBCASTS OF THE TREATY BODY MEETINGS 

If you are unable to attend relevant treaty body meetings, you can now watch them live online. A 

group of Geneva-based NGOs, including ISHR, has coordinated to make this possible. The webcasts 

can be viewed at www.treatybodywebcast.org. 

19TH SESSION OF UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 

The Universal Periodic Review is a unique process which involves a periodic review of the human 

rights records of all 193 UN Member States. 

From 28 April until 9 May the 19th session of the UPR will take place in Geneva. The following 

countries will be reviewed:  Norway, Albania, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, 

Portugal, Bhutan, Dominica, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Brunei Darussalam, Costa Rica, 

Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Qatar, and Nicaragua. 

Click here for the reports submitted by each country, and a live webcast. An analysis of the session 

will be included in the next edition of the Human Rights Monitor. 

EXTENSION OF DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION TO 21ST AND 22ND UPR 

SESSIONS  

Stakeholder deadlines for submitting a written contribution to the Office of the High Commissioner 

for Human Rights, for the UPR documentation of countries to be reviewed during the 21st and 22nd 

sessions, have been extended.  

For the 21st session the deadline is now 15 June 2014. States under review: Kyrgyzstan, Kiribati, 

Guinea, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Spain, Lesotho, Kenya, Armenia, Guinea-Bissau, Sweden, 

Grenada, Turkey, Guyana, and Kuwait. 

For the 22nd session the deadline is now 15 September 2014. States under review: Belarus, Liberia, 

Malawi, Mongolia, Panama, Maldives, Andorra, Bulgaria, Honduras, United States of America, Marshall 

Islands, Croatia, Jamaica, and Libya. 

Stakeholders' submissions should be sent using the new 'On-line UPR submissions system'. 

WORKING GROUP ON DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN 

The Working Group on discrimination against women in law and practice accepts information on 

allegations of discrimination against women in law and practice throughout the year. The next session 

of the Working Group will be held in Geneva from 5 – 9 May. 

WORKING GROUP ON TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS 

The 8th session of the Working Group on the Issue of Human Rights and Transnational 

Corporations and other Business Enterprises will take place in Geneva from 5 to 9 May. Submissions 

in relation to the Working Group’s mandate are accepted throughout the year. 

DRAFT GENERAL COMMENT ARTICLE 9 - CALL FOR COMMENTS 

The Human Rights Committee invites interested stakeholders to comment on the draft General 

Comment on Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Right to liberty and 

security of person and freedom from arbitrary arrest and detention. The deadline for the submission 

is 1 June 2014. 

MEETING OF SPECIAL RAPPORTEURS, REPRESENTATIVES, INDEPENDENT 

EXPERTS AND WORKING GROUP CHAIRPERSONS  

http://www.treatybodywebcast.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/UPRMain.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Women/WGWomen/Pages/SubmissionInformation.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Pages/WGHRandtransnationalcorporationsandotherbusiness.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Business/Pages/Submissions.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001590Na_gRYNI9MyLQnGuGe7TGITWRc_7g8fh7tajXRelyjKu_xVhlbmMi_ZXlLBrrHDDiQ_H9NzD8FY-7xtxuqACQ-shvOdRqBhqleyPZxFEy0rCQ5iEuxgzUjOnYM73kj1kGviAXysf3bejpuQNccAukT7XQM7agKbSz18AZNTRe4D0ZBOCNrt2zseYUOEfi9W9XmXXJ6OBXuNiT5HeztX8jftYCZaz7fEVllsYpSiE=&c=O9jm2td_yFg1inZsYvHIbBFza6hPwduUqULwSTtTK0B2blIw0aYF2Q==&ch=3qqv5-h6JteSb_HhtJH4GFAgakP83bIzbddTTCU8m4O10txe8CvPqQ==
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The annual meeting of special rapporteurs/representatives, independent experts and chairs of 

working groups of the Human Rights Council will take place from 2 – 6 June. 

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

The organisational meeting for the Human Rights Council’s 26th session, where States will announce 

planned initiatives for the session, will take place on 26 May. 

HUMAN RIGHT COUNCIL’S 26TH SESSION 

The Council’s 26th session is scheduled for 10 – 27 June. ISHR will provide weekly updates through 

its Human Rights Council Monitor. Information on NGO engagement will be made available here. 

 

MEETING OF TREATY BODY CHAIRPERSONS  

The 26th session of the Meeting of Chairpersons of the Human Rights Treaty Bodies will take place 

in Geneva from 23 to 27 June. It provides a forum for members of the ten human rights treaty bodies 

to discuss their work and consider ways to enhance the effectiveness of the treaty body system as a 

whole. 

EXPERT MECHANISM ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES  

The Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples will hold its 7th session from 7 to 11 July 

in Geneva. Information on accreditation will be available here from mid-April. 

ELECTIONS TO THE 19-MEMBER COMMITTEE ON NGOs  

The new members of the Committee on Non-governmental Organizations will be elected on April 

23 – 25 by the Economic and Social Council in New York. Committee members are elected for four 

years, on the basis of equitable geographical representation.  

In Depth 

OPINION: FOXES GUARDING THE HENHOUSE – CIVIL SOCIETY DESERTED BY 

DEMOCRATIC STATES IN UN 

The governments of Azerbaijan, China, Cuba, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Russia, Iran, and Venezuela have a 

lot in common. Besides imposing an ever-tightening noose around domestic civil society in recent 

years, all of them plan to run for election to a United Nations body that regulates civil society access. 

A seat on the “Committee on Non-governmental Organizations” is highly desirable as it means 

controlling which civil society groups secure the coveted 'consultative status', a standing which 

bestows special UN rights and privileges to organisations that obtain it. Elections to the 19-member 

Committee take place from 23 to 25 April.   

On its face, the Committee’s function is primarily administrative – it evaluates about 600-700 

applications of non-governmental organisations annually. In reality, the job is highly political as 

Committee members can block NGOs whose views they do not agree with. Unsurprisingly, human 

rights defenders are disproportionally targeted by these gatekeepers; and in particular, activists 

working on women’s rights, sexual and reproductive rights, LGBT rights, minorities, and human 

rights situations in specific countries of a Committee member or one of its allies (of 48 organisations 

denied accreditation since 2012, 46 work on human rights).  

Human rights defenders are experiencing some of the worst restrictions and attacks in decades in 

many of the States seeking a seat on the Committee. According to the Chinese Human Rights 

Defenders (CHRD), China criminally detained more than 220 human rights defenders in 2013, almost 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/AMeeting/Pages/AnnualMeeting.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/HRCIndex.aspx
http://www.ishr.ch/human-rights-monitor
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/Pages/NgoParticipation.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/AnnualMeeting/Pages/MeetingChairpersons.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/Pages/EMRIPIndex.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/EMRIP/Pages/Session7.aspx
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triple the amount from 2012. Human Rights Watch reported that, in 2012, the Russian government 

‘unleashed the worst political crackdown’ since the post-Soviet era. The governments of Azerbaijan, 

Cuba, Iran, Nicaragua, Pakistan, and Venezuela are also well-known for inhibiting and intimidating civil 

society.  

Despots draw from a tool box of intimidation techniques to hinder the work of human rights groups 

domestically, and use similar measures at the UN. Anti-civil society States can essentially filibuster an 

application for years with repetitive questions that go far beyond the scope of information required 

for granting status. Eventually some NGOs, after spending years of effort and resources on the 

protracted process, have no choice but to give up. For those lucky enough to obtain status, the 

harassment does not stop. A number face the spectre of expulsion from the UN for ‘politically 

motivated acts against the Member States – an undefined notion at usually referring to an NGO's 

criticism of the human rights record of a country (no points for guessing which ones).   

Despite its small size (19 members) relative to the number of UN Member States (193), the 

Committee has been a magnet for repressive regimes for countless years. Russia/USSR has held a 

seat on the Committee since its inception in 1946. So has Cuba except for six years. And China has 

served 16 of the last 20 years. The clamouring of dictators for a spot on the Committee begs the 

question of why democratic States aren't also seeking seats with parallel passion. Only the United 

States and the United Kingdom have invested comparable resources as the anti-civil society cohort 

over the past seven decades.  

This year the presence of strong, pro civil society candidates on the elections roster is dismal and 

limited to Greece, Israel, the US and Uruguay. Unless additional democratic States throw their hat in 

the ring, the Committee's membership will worsen considerably during the next term. The situation 

could deteriorate further depending on the African States who have not yet confirmed their 

candidacies. 

The International Service for Human Rights, along with other leading human rights organisations, has 

called on moderate, open and accountable democratic governments in all regions to put themselves 

forward for election. So far, only Uruguay has heeded the call. It is a disgrace that others, such as 

Argentina, Canada, Costa Rica, Chile, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Maldives, Mexico, Japan, Republic of 

Korea, and Poland  are unwilling to share the ‘burden’ of ensuring that civil society can access the 

UN.  

Human rights defenders need consultative status so they can attend and speak on the record publicly 

at UN meetings and organise side events. But securing consultative status is not only about obtaining 

a speaking slot, a room booking, or a front row seat at negotiations. Human rights defenders have 

the right to tell their stories, to give voice to victims of violations, and to ensure that policies made at 

the UN are informed by these realities. Given this, is it fair that repressive governments be the ones 

to decide for whom the UN's entrance door is opened and on whom it will be slammed shut? 

Indeed, those that silence defenders at home must not be given free rein to do the same at the UN. 

By acquiescing to such a scenario, democratic States are, in effect, leaving the foxes to guard the 

henhouse. 

Status of regional slates and candidates for election to ECOSOC Committee on NGOS, 

as of March 31: 

Asia: (4 vacancies, 4 candidates) India, China, Pakistan, Iran 
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Eastern Europe: (2 vacancies, 2 candidates) Azerbaijan, Russia 

Latin America and Caribbean (GRULAC): (4 vacancies, 4 candidates) Cuba, Nicaragua, 

Uruguay, Venezuela 

Western European and Other States (WEOG): (4 vacancies, 4 candidates) US, Turkey, Israel, 

Greece 

Africa: (5 vacancies) Not yet known 

Contacts: Michelle Evans, michelle.evans@ishrny.org, Programme Manager and New York Advocacy 

Coordinator 

FORTHCOMING COUNTRY VISITS BY SPECIAL PROCEDURES 

United Kingdom Special Rapporteur on violence against women, 31 March – 15 April 

Azerbaijan Special Rapporteur on the human rights of internally displaced 

persons, 18 – 24 May 

Sir Lanka Special Rapporteur on migrants, 19 – 26 May 

Netherlands Working Group on people of African descent, 30 June – 4 July 

To find out how you can support the visits, please contact respective mandate-holders via their email 

address, as listed in the directory. 

Conferences and Events 

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER ADVOCACY PROGRAMME  

8 – 21 June 2014, Geneva 

ISHR's Human Rights Defenders Advocacy Programme equips defenders with the knowledge and 

skills to make strategic use of the international human rights system. It also provides an opportunity 

for participants to directly engage in lobbying and advocacy activities at the UN level to effect change 

on the ground back home. For further information and to apply please visit our website. 

New Resources 

ISHR: SERIES OF BREFIENG PAPERS ON STATES UNDER REVIEW SCHEDULED 

FOR THE 19TH AND 20TH SESSIONS OF THE UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW 

ISHR has recently published a series of briefing papers on the situation of human rights defenders in  

Cote d'Ivoire, Ethiopia, Democratic Republic of Congo, as well as Italy, Angola, Gambia, Kazakhstan, 

Iran and Egypt which are intended to assist States and other stakeholders to formulate questions and 

recommendations regarding the protection of human rights defenders during the UPR. 

Cote d'Ivoire, Ethiopia and Democratic Republic of Congo were scheduled to be reviewed at the 

19th session of the UPR in April-May 2014. Italy, Angola, Gambia, Kazakhstan, Iran and Egypt have 

been scheduled to be reviewed at the 20th session of the UPR in October 2014. 

The series of briefing papers will be continually updated and is available on ISHR's website. 

 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/SP/VisualDirectoryOctober2013_en.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/news/apply-now-ishr-training
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/cote_divoire_-_ishr_briefing_on_hrds.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/ethiopia_-_ishr_briefing_on_hrds.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/drc_-_ishr_briefing_on_hrds.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/italy_-_ishr_briefing_paper_on_the_situation_of_hrds.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/angola_-_ishr_briefing_on_hrds.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/the_gambia_-_ishr_briefing_paper_on_hrds.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/kazakhstan_-_ishr_briefing_on_situation_of_hrds.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/iran_-_ishr_briefing_on_hrds.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/sites/default/files/article/files/egypt_-_ishr_briefing_on_situation_of_hrds.pdf
http://www.ishr.ch/news/reports
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HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH LAUNCHES NEW ‘VOTES COUNT’ WEBSITE 

‘What happens in Geneva shouldn't stay in Geneva. This website gives citizens and journalists access to 

monitor and act on their governments’ performance,’ said Julie de Rivero, Geneva director at Human 

Rights Watch. Her comments came as Human Rights Watch launched a new website, ‘Votes Count’, 

which analyses and exposes the votes of member States of the Human Rights Council taken on 

situations of human rights violations in certain countries since 2012. 

WOMEN HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS: LAUNCH OF REPORT TO PROMOTE 

COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO PROTECTION  

On 11 March 2014, Women Human Rights Defenders International Coalition (WHRDIC) launched a 

new report, Our Right to Safety: Women Human Rights Defenders’ Holistic Approach to Protection, 

in an effort to assess the various mechanisms that have been developed to provide protection to 

WHRDs at risk.  

WHRDs face a variety of risks and violations that require differential support programs and gender-

specific protection measures. The report emphasises the need for an integrated concept of security 

that takes into account how WHRDs experience human rights violations differently because of their 

gender and other economic, social, and cultural factors. 

GLOBAL RIGHTS: INTER-AMERICAN SYSTEM OF HUMAN RIGHTS – PRACTICAL 

GUIDE FOR NGOs 

Global Rights has published a practical guide for NGOs on how to do advocacy at the Organization 

of American States and its different bodies, including the Inter-American Commission on Human 

Rights.  

The Spanish version of this publication is available here, while an English version will follow in a few 

months. 

EGYPTIAN INITIATIVE FOR PERSONAL RIGHTS ISSUES: REPORT ON SEXUAL 

AND REPRODUCTIVE RIGHTS  

The Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights has issued a new report, Reclaiming & Redefining Rights - 

ICDP+20: The Status of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights in the Middle East and North 

Africa. The report evaluates the progress made by Egypt, Kuwait, Yemen, Palestine, Turkey and 

Tunisia regards fulfilment of their commitments under the International Conference for Population 

and Development Programme of Action.    

http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/03/26/un-rights-council-records-spotlight-votes-count
http://votescount.hrw.org/
http://defendingwomen-defendingrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Our-Right-To-Safety_FINAL.pdf
http://www.globalrights.org/sites/default/files/news-items/USO_SISTEMA_INTERAMERICANO.pdf
http://eipr.org/sites/default/files/pressreleases/pdf/report_-_reclaiming_and_redefining_rights.pdf
http://eipr.org/sites/default/files/pressreleases/pdf/report_-_reclaiming_and_redefining_rights.pdf
http://eipr.org/sites/default/files/pressreleases/pdf/report_-_reclaiming_and_redefining_rights.pdf


ISHR Human Rights Monitor – April 2014 

33 

 

 

http://www.ishr.ch/

	Opinion
	Human Rights Defender Profile
	Director’s Updates
	Our Work to Support Human Rights Defenders
	Our Work to Strengthen Human Rights Systems
	Key Developments in the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights
	Opportunities for NGO Engagement
	In Brief
	GENERAL ASSEMBLY THEMATIC DEBATES AND HIGH LEVEL EVENTS The General Assembly will hold thematic debates on the role of partnerships and their contributions, on 9 and 10 April; and ensuring peaceful and stable societies, on 24 and 25 April. High-level ...
	The Committee will review the reports of India, Indonesia, Jordan, Kyrgyzstan, and Saint Lucia. India, Jordan, and the United-Kingdom will be reviewed under the optional protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. India...
	The pre-sessional working group of the 68th session of the Committee will be held from 16 – 20 June. It will consider the reports of Colombia, Dominican Republic, Gambia, Jamaica, Mauritius, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkmenistan, United Republic of Tanzan...
	COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN  The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women will meet in Geneva from 30 June to 18 July. The schedule of country examinations will be posted here.
	The Committee will review the reports of the Central African Republic, Georgia, India, Lithuania, Mauritania, Peru, Swaziland, and Syria.
	The pre-sessional working group for the Committee's 60th session will take place from 21 to 25 July. It will consider the reports of Azerbaijan, Denmark, Ecuador, Eritrea, Gabon, Kyrgyzstan, Maldives, and Tuvalu.
	111TH SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE  The Human Right Council will hold its next session in Geneva from 7 to 25 July. The Committee will review the reports of Chile, Georgia, Ireland, Japan, Malawi, and Sudan.
	Countries under review of Country Report Task Forces for the adoption of list of issues: Cambodia, Côte d'Ivoire, Cyprus, France, Russian Federation. Countries under review of Task Forces for the adoption of the list of issues prior to reporting: Mexi...
	The deadline for submission of the NGO information with respect to States upon which List of Issues and List of issues prior to reporting will be adopted is 25 April 2014 (electronic form) and 13 June (hardcopies). The deadline for information on Stat...
	WEBCASTS OF THE TREATY BODY MEETINGS If you are unable to attend relevant treaty body meetings, you can now watch them live online. A group of Geneva-based NGOs, including ISHR, has coordinated to make this possible. The webcasts can be viewed at www....
	19TH SESSION OF UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW The Universal Periodic Review is a unique process which involves a periodic review of the human rights records of all 193 UN Member States.
	From 28 April until 9 May the 19th session of the UPR will take place in Geneva. The following countries will be reviewed:  Norway, Albania, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Portugal, Bhutan, Dominica, Democratic People’s Republic of K...
	Click here for the reports submitted by each country, and a live webcast. An analysis of the session will be included in the next edition of the Human Rights Monitor.
	EXTENSION OF DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION TO 21ST AND 22ND UPR SESSIONS  Stakeholder deadlines for submitting a written contribution to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, for the UPR documentation of countries to be reviewed during the 2...
	For the 21st session the deadline is now 15 June 2014. States under review: Kyrgyzstan, Kiribati, Guinea, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Spain, Lesotho, Kenya, Armenia, Guinea-Bissau, Sweden, Grenada, Turkey, Guyana, and Kuwait.
	For the 22nd session the deadline is now 15 September 2014. States under review: Belarus, Liberia, Malawi, Mongolia, Panama, Maldives, Andorra, Bulgaria, Honduras, United States of America, Marshall Islands, Croatia, Jamaica, and Libya.
	Stakeholders' submissions should be sent using the new 'On-line UPR submissions system'.
	WORKING GROUP ON DISCRIMINATION AGAINST WOMEN The Working Group on discrimination against women in law and practice accepts information on allegations of discrimination against women in law and practice throughout the year. The next session of the Wor...
	WORKING GROUP ON TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS The 8th session of the Working Group on the Issue of Human Rights and Transnational Corporations and other Business Enterprises will take place in Geneva from 5 to 9 May. Submissions in relation to the Worki...
	DRAFT GENERAL COMMENT ARTICLE 9 - CALL FOR COMMENTS The Human Rights Committee invites interested stakeholders to comment on the draft General Comment on Article 9 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Right to liberty and secur...
	MEETING OF SPECIAL RAPPORTEURS, REPRESENTATIVES, INDEPENDENT EXPERTS AND WORKING GROUP CHAIRPERSONS  The annual meeting of special rapporteurs/representatives, independent experts and chairs of working groups of the Human Rights Council will take plac...
	HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING The organisational meeting for the Human Rights Council’s 26th session, where States will announce planned initiatives for the session, will take place on 26 May.
	HUMAN RIGHT COUNCIL’S 26TH SESSION The Council’s 26th session is scheduled for 10 – 27 June. ISHR will provide weekly updates through its Human Rights Council Monitor. Information on NGO engagement will be made available here.  MEETING OF TREATY BODY ...
	EXPERT MECHANISM ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES  The Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples will hold its 7th session from 7 to 11 July in Geneva. Information on accreditation will be available here from mid-April.
	In Depth
	Conferences and Events
	New Resources

