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Thank you Mr President, 

We welcome the OHCHR Report on national policies, which coincides with a cross regional 
consultation of human rights defenders facilitated by ISHR. This statement was endorsed by the 14 
organisations consulted, from the countries subsequently referred to in this statement.  

Mr President, for any national policy to be effective in the protection of human rights on the ground, 
human rights defenders must be at the core of its development. They are the motors of true human 
rights change; the eyes and ears recording realities on the ground, and proposing how governmental 
initiatives can prevent violations and protect victims. 

Nonetheless, it is impossible for human rights defenders to inform such policies if States fail to 
guarantee a safe and enabling environment for defender’s work.  

Whilst there are encouraging signs of States developing concrete policies for the protection of human 
rights defenders, it is clear that:  

 Firstly, not enough States have taken this step. In this respect, we encourage States such as -
Burkina Faso, in relation to the law on freedom of association, and Sierra Leone, in relation to the 
law for the protection of human rights defenders - to redouble efforts and enact legislation in the 
terms their civil society propose;  

 

 Secondly, where laws exist – such as in Mexico, Honduras, Colombia and Cote d’Ivoire – efforts 
for implementation must increase exponentially to guarantee application in line with civil society 
feedback. Further, these laws should continue to be reviewed and amended in accordance with 
the views of civil society to ensure they effectively protect defenders;   

 

 Thirdly, policies – like those in Brazil - must be enshrined in legislation to ensure long-term efficacy. 

Besides enacting protective laws, States must repeal policies that obstruct and criminalise human 
rights defence, such as restrictions on NGO funding in India; restrictions on the establishment and 
operation of NGOs under the NGO Bill in Uganda; limits on freedom of association in Australia; the 

systematic demolition of the rule of law in Hungary; and foreign agent laws and anti-LGBT propaganda 
laws like Kyrgyzstan’s. States should open and protect civil society space, such as that won by 
defenders to pave the way to justice in Guatemala. 

The stigmatisation and criminalisation of defenders by State and non-State actors is a real, and 
dangerous, impediment to their participation in public life across the regions we work in. Particularly 
concerning are the risks and attacks suffered by women human rights defenders globally. States must 
make policies and statements of recognition to counter defamation as seen in the Philippines.  

Other actors, including third States and business, must play a crucial role in ensuring that governments 
fulfil these obligations. 

However Mr President, even the best national policies on human rights will be limited in their reach, so 
long as States do not tackle the on-going impunity around violations against human rights defenders. 


