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VIOLATIONS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF LGBTI PERSONS 
 

Excerpts from the Communications Reports of the UN Special Procedures 
September 2011 to September 2014 

 
This compilation of cases of human rights violations against lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex 
people has been prepared by the International Service for Human Rights drawing on the joint 
communications reports of the Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council presented from the 18th 
session of the Council in September 2011 through to the 27th session of the Council in September 2014, 
inclusive. For further information, please contact ISHR’s Pooja Patel on p.patel@ishr.ch.  
 
 
27th session of the UN Human Rights Council – September 2014 [A/HRC/27/72] 
 
Death threats 
It has been reported that on 29 December and 25 January 2013, members of “Alternative-Côte d’Ivoire”, an 
organisation which fights for the rights of people affected by HIV/AIDS, as well as for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender and intersex people (LGBTI) in Cote d’Ivoire, were victim of violence and intimidation, and 
death threats. These acts, together with the lack of response by the police forces, obliged the organisation’s 
members to stop their activities.1  
 
Prohibitive laws 
On 26 March 2014 a draft Bill in Kyrgyzstan “On the formation of a positive attitude toward non-traditional 
forms of sexual relations” was submitted for public consultation until 26 April 2014. Concern is expressed at 
the detrimental effect of the Bill on the peaceful and legitimate work of human rights defenders in the 
Kyrgyz Republic who are working to protect and promote the rights of the LGBT community. If adopted, the 
Bill would amend the Criminal Code, the Code of Administrative Responsibility, the Law on Peaceful 
Assembly, and the Law on Mass Media, and introduce a range of criminal and administrative sanctions on 
persons who speak or act in a way that creates “a positive attitude toward non-traditional sexual 
orientation”.2 
 
Arbitrary detention and sexual violence 
Four individuals, two of them identifying as male-to-female transgender, were arrested without a warrant at 
their apartment in Cairo, Egypt on 1 April 2014. They were allegedly subjected to both physical and sexual 
violence in detention. They were interrogated by the prosecutor on 2 April 2014 and sentenced on 7 April 
2014 to several years in prison on charges related to “debauchery” under Law 10/1961. Concerns are 
expressed at the allegations of physical and sexual violence while in detention and that the individuals may 
have been sentenced on the sole basis of their sexual orientation and/or gender identity.3  
 
 
26th session of the UN Human Rights Council – June 2014 [A/HRC/26/21] 
 
Harassment 
The leaders of the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum (ZHR NGO Forum) and the Gays and Lesbians of 
Zimbabwe Association (GALZ) have both been allegedly summoned to the Harare Rottenrow Magistrate 

                                                           
1 A/HRC/27/72 (March 2014 – May 2014) p.13 
2 A/HRC/27/72 (March 2014 – May 2014) p.55 
3 A/HRC/27/72 (March 2014 – May 2014) p.44 
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Court for running unregistered organisations. Prior to these allegations GALZ had experienced several acts of 
harassment.4  
 
GALZ was the subject of two previous communications sent on 17 June 2010, see A/HRC/16/44/Add.1, para. 
2517-2525, and 17 June 2012, see A/HRC/22/67/Corr.2, case no. ZWE 6/2012. Both GALZ and ZHR NGO 
Forum were the subject of one earlier communication sent on 17 October 2012, see A/HRC/22/67/Corr.2, 
case no. ZWE 8/2012.  
 
Freedom of expression 
Singapore’s Attorney-General’s Chambers pressed charges against Mr Alex Au Wai Pang, an outspoken LGBT 
and migrants’ rights activist, based on an article he published online on 5 October 2013. Reports say he 
wrote about cases involving Constitutional challenges to the Penal Code, section 477 (A) of which 
criminalises consensual sex between men. If found guilty, he could face imprisonment and/or a fine.5  
 
Prohibitive laws 
In January 2014, Nigeria signed the Same Sex Marriage (Prohibition) Bill. The bill prevents LGBT individuals, 
those perceived as belonging to these groups, and their supporters, from associating or assembling freely. 
Anyone who “supports the registration, operation and sustenance of gay clubs, societies, organisations, 
processions or meetings” is liable on conviction to a term of 10 years.6 This Bill was the subject of an earlier 
communication sent on 13 June 2013, see A/HRC/25/74, case no. NGA 4/2013. 
 
Uganda’s Anti-Homosexuality Act (2013) drew concerns that, if signed into law, the Act would violate the 
rights to non-discrimination, freedom of association, assembly and expression. It is feared that the Act will 
result in arbitrary arrest or detention and could be used to detain or interfere with the legitimate work of 
human rights defenders and prevent LGBT individuals from associating or assembling freely.7  
 
Assault  
The 2014 Queer Festival Merlinka in Sarajevo, in Bosnia and Herzegovina, was violently disrupted and 
members of the LGBT community were targeted. Unidentified individuals entered the festival and shouted 
hateful remarks against LGBT people. Three attendees were physically assaulted and over twenty-five others 
were psychologically traumatized. The police had been informed about the threats against the festival and 
yet they failed to provide protection to the organisers and participants.8  
 
Summary executions 
On 12 January 2014, at around 1.50 am, an 18 year old man was reportedly found dead in Belize City, Belize. 
Two unidentified individuals allegedly tried to rob him and stabbed him in the chest. Since nothing was 
stolen off him it is believed that his killing could be motivated by the fact that he dressed as a woman. The 
deceased received numerous death threats by SMS prior to his murder. This has raised concern about the 
wider atmosphere of discrimination and acts of violence against gays, lesbians and transgendered people 
that have been reported in Belize.9  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
4 A/HRC/26/21 (Dec 2013 – Feb 2014) p.55 
5 A/HRC/26/21 (Dec 2013 – Feb 2014) p.19 
6 A/HRC/26/21 (Dec 2013 – Feb 2014) p.40 
7 A/HRC/26/21 (Dec 2013 – Feb 2014) p.53  
8 A/HRC/26/21 (Dec 2013 – Feb 2014) p.55 
9 A/HRC/26/21 (Dec 2013 – Feb 2014) p.54 
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25th session of the UN Human Rights Council – March 2014 [A/HRC/25/74] 
 
Prohibitive laws 
On 30 May 2013, Nigeria’s House of Representatives unanimously approved the Same Sex Marriage 
(Prohibition) Bill. The Bill allows for sentencing to up to ten years of imprisonment of anyone who “operates 
or participates in gay clubs, societies or organisations.” If signed into law, the Bill could also penalize human 
rights defenders and activists who seek to stand up for the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender 
people in Nigeria.10 
 
There is an alleged Zambian government campaign against defenders working on LGBTI rights which has 
been accelerated by the fact that consensual same-sex relationships are criminalized under the Zambian 
Penal Code. Mr Paul Kasonkomona was arrested in Zambia on 7 April 2013 and detained for five days. He 
was charged with inciting activities for immoral purposes and subsequently released. This was after he 
appeared on television emphasising the need for improved access to health care for sex workers, prisoners 
and sexual minorities.11 
 
Russia enacted new legislation which came into force 30 June 2013 which introduced amendments to the 
Code of the Russian Federation on Administrative Offences regarding the “propaganda of non-traditional 
sexual relations.” As a result, Russian authorities attacked LGBTI rights activists and broke up the St. 
Petersburg Pride parade on 29 June 2013. There seems to be a trend to unduly restrict the work of HRDs, 
including those working against discrimination and for the rights LGBTI people.12   
 
Moldova’s adoption of Law n°117 in 2013 completes the Contravention Code and potentially limits the rights 
to freedom of expression, association and peaceful assembly of LGBT persons and advocacy organisations. 
Concerns expressed regarding the impact that the law has include, the right to health of LGBT persons and 
the detrimental impact of the law on combatting the spreading of HIV/AIDS in the country.13 
 
Assault 
Mr George Reginald Freeman, Executive Director of Pride Equality in Sierra Leone, was targeted for his 
published advocacy work on LGBTI issues. Mr Freeman reportedly received numerous threats and 
homophobic slurs on his mobile phone. He was also allegedly attacked and beaten by two strangers who left 
behind threatening notes making reference to his LGBTI anti-discrimination work.14 
 
A group of LGBT rights defenders were attacked in front of the Diamond Hostel on Sirok Sokak in Bitola. The 
LGBT rights defenders in question were members of ‘LGBT United’ which undertakes advocacy, awareness 
raising activities and promotes social inclusivity in marginalised communities in Macedonia regarding LGBTI 
rights.15 
 
Death threats 
Mr Caleb Orozco was subjected to death threats and presumably a homophobic attack on 9 May 2013. Mr 
Orozco is the only claimant in a case that challenges the constitutionality of homophobic legislation in Belize. 
During the week long court hearings in May 2013, Mr Orozco was granted protection measures from the 
State. However, these measures came to an end on 10 May 2013.16 
 

                                                           
10 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.22 
11 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.165 and A/HRC/24/21 (March – May 2013) p.54  
12 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.40 
13 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.51 
14 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.26 
15 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.167 and A/HRC/24/21 (March – May 2013) p.57  
16 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.47 
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A group of human rights defenders in Brazil reported to police that they received threats via SMS, phone 
calls and email after participating in a diversity parade in Curitiba on 30 September 2012. Later on, death 
threats were made against friends and families of the activists. Moreover, fake Facebook profiles of the 
activists were created from which sexist, racist or homophobic comments were spread.17  
 
Freedom of association  
The members of LEGABIBO, a human rights organization working against discrimination and for the rights of 
LGBTI people in Botswana, applied for registration of their association. On 12 March 2012, their registration 
was denied, which has adverse consequences on their ability to exercise their right to freedom of 
association.18 
 
Vandalism 
A centre in support for LGBTI persons in Macedonia was attacked on 22 June 2013 by masked individuals. 
On 5 July 2013 the same LGBTI support centre was set on fire by unidentified individuals. This attack 
reportedly occurred one day after ambassadors and representatives from the European Union, the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, the United States of America, Sweden and the 
Netherlands visited the centre to discuss the previous attack of June 2013.19 
 
In May 2013, LGBT human rights defenders in Georgia, along with protestors including members of the 
organization called Identoba, were attacked and injured during their demonstration on International Day 
against Homophobia. Subsequent threats have been made against members of an LGBT organisation.20 
 
Summary executions 
There have been numerous cases of physical violence since June 2013 in Haiti. Two gay individuals were 
allegedly killed at a demonstration against homosexuality that took place on 19 July 2013 in Port au Prince. 
An LGBT association named Kouraj received threats, often directed towards its president, M. Charlot Jeudy. 
This association and another (SEROvie) were forced to close down.21 
 
The body of the director of an anonymous organisation in Cameroon was allegedly found on 15 July 2013 
showing visible signs of torture. It is suspected that the investigation has missing details and that official 
declarations have contributed to the increasing climate of intimidation and threats against LGBTI defenders 
in Cameroon. 22 
 
 
24th session of the UN Human Rights Council – September 2013 [A/HRC/24/21] 
 
Threats and assault 
Mr Darko Kenig received threats and was physically assaulted in connection to his LGBTI rights work in 
Serbia. It is also reported that the investigation into these incidents has been excessively protracted.23 
 
Freedom of association 
The Blue Diamond Society (BDS) in Nepal has experienced undue delays in renewing its registration to no 
avail. The organisation has been forced to start shutting down its operations. LGBT persons, including Ms 
Shirju Thapa and Ms Kopila Khadka, have been arrested and harassed by police forces. Since they are LGBTI 
persons, they are obliged to pay substantially higher bail sums than other individuals detained on similar 

                                                           
17 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.118 
18 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.35 
19 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.34  
20 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.21 
21 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.56 
22 A/HRC/25/74 (June – Nov 2013) p.61 
23 A/HRC/24/21 (March – May 2013) p.32 
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charges. Individuals who have spoken in public and supported BDS have been intimidated or physically 
threatened.24 
 
 
23rd session of the UN Human Rights Council – June 2013 [A/HRC/23/51] 
 
Prohibitive laws and arbitrary detention  
On International Human Rights Day in 2012, approximately one hundred LGBTs persons took part in a 
peaceful demonstration in Kiev, Ukraine to denounce Draft Law 8711, which criminalises any reference to 
homosexuality in the media or public domain. Radical right wing protestors attacked the LGBT protestors 
and police detained the alleged perpetrators as well as six LGBT rights defenders, who were subsequently 
released. Two LGBT defenders were charged with petty hooliganism while the organiser of the 
demonstration was allegedly charged with conducting an illegal assembly, an offence which could reportedly 
result in a considerable fine.25 
 
Vandalism 
Mulabi is a human rights organisation in Costa Rica that works with issues of sexual and reproductive rights 
and LGBTI. The headquarters of Mulabi is also the residence of Ms Natasha Jimienez, main coordinator of 
the organization. The property was broken into and various valuables were stolen.26 
 
Threats and assault  
Kosovo 2.0 and Libertas are organizations in Kosovo whose members were victims of physical attacks and 
threats directed towards LGBT rights defenders. At a Kosovo 2.0 event, a group of people came in, shouted 
insults and destroyed the stage and physically attacked a member of the organization. Abusive videos 
against the LGBT community and containing death threats have been released on the internet.27 
 
Ms Angela Frolov and Ms Doina Ioana Straisteanu, during a court hearing on the case ―GENDERDOC-M vs. 
City Council of Balti were insulted and threatened by people who attended this open hearing. Ms Frolov is 
the Advocacy program coordinator and Ms Strasteanu is the legal representative of GENDERDOC-M 
Information centre, which works for the defence and promotion of the rights of LGBT people in Moldova.28 
 
 
22nd session of the UN Human Rights Council – March 2013 [A/HRC/22/67] 
 
Arbitrary detention  
The East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project (EHAHRDP)’s workshop in the Esella Country 
Hotel, Kampala, Uganda for members of LGBTI organisations from the region, was disrupted by police. 
Participants were temporarily detained and questioned.29 
 
Judicial harassment 
Leaders of two human rights associations in Zimbabwe have been charged with running unregistered 
organisations, in contravention of the Private Voluntary Organisation Act. Mr Abel Chikomo of Human Rights 
NGO Forum and Ms Martha Tholanah, of Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe (GALZ) were both allegedly 
charged with running an unregistered organisation.30 
 

                                                           
24 A/HRC/24/21 (March – May 2013) p.30  
25 A/HRC/23/51 (Dec 2012 – Feb 2013) p.31 
26 A/HRC/23/51 (Dec 2012 – Feb 2013) p.78 
27 A/HRC/23/51 (Dec 2012 – Feb 2013) p.39 
28 A/HRC/23/51 (Dec 2012 – Feb 2013) p.58 
29 A/HRC/22/67 (June – Nov 2012) p.26 
30 A/HRC/22/67 (June – Nov 2012) p.124 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/SP/A-HRC-23-51_EFS.pdf
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According to the information received, Oceania Pride organised a gay pride march to take place on 17 May 
2012 in Fiji. On the morning of the march, the police called the organisers to inform them that the permit 
authorising the march had been revoked.31 
 
Prohibitive laws  
The City Council of Balti, Moldova’s second largest city, adopted a municipal ordinance prohibiting public 
activities and propagandising homosexuality. Allegedly, at least four other municipalities, Cahul, Ceadîr-
Lunga, Drochia and Soroca, also took similar actions. These discriminatory measures seem to be intended to 
ban LGBTI persons from exercising their rights to freedom of opinion and expression and to peaceful 
assembly.32 
 
Intimidation 
WOREC Nepal and Mitini Nepal, a woman’s and LGBTI rights organisation respectively, have been subjected 
to threats and intimidation. This was after supporting Ms X, a victim of domestic violence, following her self-
identification as a lesbian. President of Mitini Nepal, Ms Laxmi Ghalan, has reportedly received a number of 
threatening phone calls and the offices of WOREC in Balkumari, Lalitpur have been raided several times.33 
 
Torture 
The office of Gays and Lesbians of Zimbabwe (GALZ) in Harare, Zimbabwe was raided by police on 11 August 
2012. The raid occurred after a meeting discussing a submission relating to changes to the draft Constitution. 
The police arrested 44 individuals who were on the premises at the time and took them to Harare Central 
Police Station where the male detainees were allegedly subjected to beatings throughout the night. All 
detained were released the next morning. One man was taken to hospital after he collapsed in detention, 
while another man also suffered significant injuries to his ear and is purportedly receiving treatment.34 
 
Summary executions  
Mr Thapelo Makhutle was found dead in his bed and his throat cut. He had been followed to his home in 
Kuruman, South Africa after an argument about his sexuality. Mr Makhutle was reportedly a member of 
LEGBO, an advocacy group which provides support and training to rural LGBTI communities. He actively 
spoke out against LGBTI discrimination and conducted workshops with LGBTI youth on human rights, HIV 
and AIDS and other social issues.35 
 
Death threats 
The renowned HR-LGBTI defender and coordinator of the Rainbow Association in Honduras, Donny Reyes, 
was followed by an armed motorcyclist while driving his car. The motorcyclist was seen near the house of Mr 
Reyes the same morning. Once confronted the motorcyclist pulled up his t-shirt and took a gun hidden in his 
pants. With the help of another LGBTI organization, CIPRODEH, the police were called. Unfortunately the 
police refused to escort Mr. Reyes to safety.36 
 
Members of Gente de Accion en Barracabermejam,an LGBTI organisation in Colombia, received death 
threats from the paramilitary group Rastrojos urban commandos. The threat named Ovidio Nieto Jaraba, 
William Mendoza and Himad Abdala Choser accusing them of organising demonstrations and supporting 
guerrillas. Those threatened are LGBTI activists and human rights defenders in Colombia.37 
 
 

                                                           
31 A/HRC/22/67 (June – Nov 2012) p.20 
32 A/HRC/22/67 (June – Nov 2012) p.34 
33 A/HRC/22/67 (June – Nov 2012) p.101 
34 A/HRC/22/67 (June – Nov 2012) p.80 
35 A/HRC/22/67 (June – Nov 2012) p.30 
36 A/HRC/22/67 (June – Nov 2012) p.87 
37 A/HRC/22/67 (June – Nov 2012) p.100 
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21st session of the UN Human Rights Council – September 2012 [A/HRC/21/49] 
 
Prohibitive laws 
There are several grave human rights concerns regarding the contents of Uganda’s Bill N° 18 (also known as 
the Anti-Homosexuality Bill) which was re-tabled by the Parliament of Uganda on 7 February 2012. Contents 
in the bill include the imposition of the death penalty for “aggravated homosexuality,” the criminalisation of 
the “promotion of homosexuality” and the criminalisation of the failure to report those people who citizens 
suspect of being homosexual.38 
 
 
20th session of the UN Human Rights Council – June 2012 [A/HRC/20/30] 
 
Prohibitive laws  
Nigeria’s Senate passed the “Same-Gender Marriage” Bill on 29 November 2011. The Bill allows for 10 years 
sentence for anyone who “registers, operates or participates in gay clubs, societies or organisations” or 
“witnesses”, “aids” or “abets” same-sex relationships. This Bill could be used to prevent LGBT individuals and 
those that bring support to them, from associating or assembling freely. If passed the Bill could also penalise 
any human rights defenders and activists who would seek to stand up for the rights of LGBTI in Nigeria.39 
 
Threats and harassment  
The Sungai Besi township police in Malaysia declared a ban on the fourth annual Seksualiti Merdeka LGBT 
festival in Kuala Lumpur on the grounds that it constituted a “threat to public order”. Seksualiti Merdeka is a 
coalition of organisations working to promote the rights of LGBT individuals and communities. Since then, 
organisers have received threats and been harassed. Islamic groups have protested against the festival on 
the basis that it opposed the teachings of Islam. It is alleged that at this protest language inciting hatred 
against the LGBT community was used but the police failed to intervene.40 
 
Assault 
On 8 February 2012, Mr Caleb Orozco, President of the United Belize Advocacy Movement (UNIBAM), was 
attacked on George Street in Belize City, Belize. Unidentified men shouted anti-gay slurs at Mr Orozco and 
that they then threw a beer bottle at him which struck him in the face. According to the information 
received, Mr Orozco suffered damage to his teeth and bruising to his face as a result of the attack.41 
 
Torture  
There have been reports of torture and ill-treatment of LGBT persons in immigration facilities in the United 
States. Sixteen gay and transgender individuals were held in various immigration detention facilities 
between May 2009 and July 2011. There were incidents of sexual assault and the staff allegedly did not 
provide adequate protection or investigate the violations. Guards are reported to be assaulting detainees 
and subjecting them to solitary confinement in their cells for 22 hours per day. A number of detainees have 
reported that they had no access to medical assistance. Furthermore, there is reportedly a lack of protection 
from persecution and respect for the principle of non-refoulement for those who risk torture if returned to 
their home countries on account of their sexual orientation, gender identity or HIV status.42 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
38 A/HRC/21/49 (March – May 2012) p.21  
39 A/HRC/20/30 (Dec 2011 – March 2012) p.23 
40 A/HRC/20/30 (Dec 2011 – March 2012) p.41 
41 A/HRC/20/30 (Dec 2011 – March 2012) p.61 
42 A/HRC/20/30 (Dec 2011 – March 2012) p.73 
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19th session of the UN Human Rights Council – March 2012 [A/HRC/19/44] 
 
Arbitrary arrest  
Three women human rights defenders and members of the Pink Life Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transvestite and 
Transsexual Solidarity Association we arrested for ‘transvestism’ on 19 June 2010 by police officers in 
Ankara, Turkey. They were given prison sentences of between 5 to 18 months by the Ankara 15th Court of 
First Instance. They filed an official complaint against the police with the Public Prosecutor for ill-treatment 
and insults, who reportedly dismissed the complaint.43 
 
Prohibitive laws  
Members of the Legislative Assembly of Saint Petersburg in Russia approved the first of three readings of a 
bill which provides administrative liability for public events “promoting homosexuality, lesbianism, 
bisexuality and transgenderism among minors”. A failure to abide by the law will result in a fine of up to US$ 
1,600. If adopted, the amendments may allow the banning of public actions by LGBTI activists and those 
working for their rights in Saint Petersburg. Activities that could be banned would reportedly include the 
distribution of information leaflets as well as pride marches where children might be present.44 
 
 
18th session of the UN Human Rights Council – September 2011 [A/HRC/18/51] 
 
Freedom of association  
The Jamaica Forum for Lesbians, All-Sexuals and Gays (J-FLAG), was refused permission to hold a meeting 
regarding LGBTI issues and human rights at the Jamaica Pegasus hotel in Kingston, Jamaica. The Executive 
Director of J-FLAG was informed via a telephone by the hotel‘s Director of Sales and Marketing that due to 
the nature of the work carried out by J-FLAG, the hotel was unwilling to allow the meeting to take place on 
its premises. This was a marked a change in policy on the part of the hotel, which had previously hosted 
groups including LGBTI persons.45  
 
Assault  
Members of LGBTI organisations in Ukraine were attacked by masked men that had been denied entry into a 
candlelight vigil, film exhibition and discussion on transgender issues. The event was organised by Insight, in 
cooperation with the Visual Cultural Centre, to promote the Transgender Day of Remembrance held in 
memory of those killed due to anti-transgender violence in Ukraine. Mr Timur Lysenko and Ms Anastasia 
Medco were among those beaten and sprayed with tear gas.46  
 
Torture and violence against women 
Ms. X, a lesbian woman in South Africa, was strangled with a wire, tortured and raped for five hours by Mr Y, 
who intended to "turn her straight". The court-case has been postponed numerous times and Mr Y is out on 
bail. Ms Z, a community activist in Gugulethu – Cape Town reached out to Ms. X, as she runs charity that 
supports survivors of "corrective” rape. Mr Y has allegedly asked family and friends to attack Ms Z who has 
since been harassed and receives threats against her life and against her partner.47  
 
Arbitrary arrest and detention  
A number of local LGBTI groups gathered peacefully in Minsk, Belarus with a view to commemorating the 
International Day of Anti-Homophobia. The peaceful gathering sought to promote tolerance and 
understanding within society regarding LGBTI issues. Police officers allegedly arrived on the scene and 

                                                           
43 A/HRC/19/44 (June 2011 – Nov 2011) p.150 
44 A/HRC/19/44 (June 2011 – Nov 2011) p.150 
45 A/HRC/18/51 (Dec 2010 – May 2011) p.10 
46 A/HRC/18/51 (Dec 2010 – May 2011) p.11 
47 A/HRC/18/51 (Dec 2010 – May 2011) p.32 
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arrested fourteen human rights defenders, and took them to a local police station in Minsk where they were 
finger-printed and subjected to verbal abuse.48  
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