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Banjul, May 810th, 2010. The Forumn the Participation oNGOdgo the Sssion of the
P'TNRAOLY [/ 2YYA&dAaA2Yy 2y NGOEnyor Fostimhagprividedt S4 Q wA 3K
for more than ten yearsa bedrockfor the African sceneof human rights. Withthe

objectiveto offer a platform for debate ttNGOscoming from albver Africa, the Forum

creates a bridgéetween NGOsand the African Commissicon Humanl Y Rt S2 LJX SaQ
Rights(Commissio or ACHPR The érmer presentsrecommendations to improve the

situation of human rights on the basis of kmo facts in their country; the lattelnolds a

mandateof protection and promotion ohuman rightshat arerecognised in theAfrican

Charter onHuman I Yy Rt S 2 LJ & &n@ual vetkeBAgkhéningof their work is

dependant ontheir meeting The present document proposes an overview of the Forum

that washeld in May 2010 in Banjul before the 47tfOrdinary ®ssion of the African
Commissioron Humanand 5 2 LJ S & MawIRZb6#,(i2810). The objective is to

present the organizatn, thematics and outcomes of the Forumthrough the
impressionof some ofthe participants.



An NGOForum to support the Commission in its mission to promote and

protect hu man rights

dn keeping with tradition, thédGOForum was held for three days prior to the
commencement of thisession of the Commission. As a§uthe turnout was
remarkable the debate objective and professional leading to commendable
outcomesg. Hanna Forsteiis the Directoiof the African Centréor Democracy and
Human Rights Studies (ACDHR®)ch is also the secretariat of the Foruror
Hannah, as for the rest of ttdGOForum Steering Committe&he attendance to
the Forum by more that64 representatives from 8 African countrieincluding21
participants from Europaghe USAand Latin America the evidence of the interest
brought to the Forum andf its role in the advocacy activities of AfricliGC.

Twentythree resolutions were adopted byhe Forum in plenary session. These resoluti

were sulmitted to the African Commission, which sfaee to draw inspirationfrom them

Hannah Forster, Director

ACDHRS

for the adoption of its own resolutions. Bhyear the Commission adopted faesolutions The Gambia
on the bass of those propsed by the Forum. These resolutiamicern respectivelfreedom of
expression andccess tanformation in Africa; the creation of a canittee for the protection of the
persons living with HIV / AIDS apelrsons at risk; th@010 electionsn Africa; andvomen andchildren
traffickingand sexual exploitation during ti2010World FootballCup.

Resolutions sulitted to the Commissioare the most visibleutcomeof the Forum Drafted within
workinggroups, in whiclthe members of the Africa@ommissioriake most oftenpart, resolutions are
the fruit of the experienceand expectationsshared amondgNGOscomingsfrom all over Africa. If the
majority of the resolutions consist of thematic resolutions, eigiftcountryresolutions.Throughthese
resolutions,tthe intention of naming is not to shamanderlines Hanah Forsterput a call to action in
order to address potentially deteriorating observance of human rigjhts
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Clément Voule (ISHR), Chafi Bakari (ACHPR) and
Commissioner Béchir Khalfallah(ACHPR)

The Forum is a privileged place whé&i€ Osand
Commissionersanmeet. To maxinge this timeof
exchange, a workshopas orgarsed by the
International Serice for Human Rights (ISHKth the
Special Rpporteuron human rightglefenders Mr
Khalfallah, appointed to this function by the
Commissionast November. Tlhmeeting wasvery well
received. ForNGOsit was the g@portunity to meet the
new representativen charge of the protection and
promotion of their rights and to get to know his action
plan and hiobjectives.

For the Specialdpporteur, it was the opportunity to har the expetationsof NGOs"My mandate is
your mandate we will work and make progress togethémwould also like to reassure you and &ygo
you that the study orireedom of asociation, which will be initiatethis year by the Afriaa
Commissionwill be madewith you, NG, with the aim of supporting your work. On thedig of this
study, a protocol to the African Charter on human rigie$enders could be elaborated.
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The Forum, awell asthe sessin of the African Commissioprovidedthe opportunityto advance and
to makevisible some ofhe major human rights issues concernthg African continent. The palial
eventsorgansed this year revealed a wide spectrurhnew subjectssuch as the right toitizenship;
the collaboration oNGOswith the Internatonal Crimial Court in the fight againgtnpunity; and the
situation of human rightsiefendersin electoral periods.

"The NGOForum has been the site of many successes for orgians
I RG20I GAy3 F2NJ[D. ¢L KdzYty NRARIKGEAE dazy

Over the yearsthe Forum has provideNGOswith a unique space to express
andto share concerns and recommendations. The feeling of belonging to the
Forum is striking amonmyGG. Wherethe participants can be very critical
about the Forum, they also bear in mind theispensibility and contribution to
its organsation. "Newcomers to the Forum are not well prepared and their
interventions are too focused on the narrative of violations antiermugh on
strategy proposals, says Monica Mbafi.my level, | have to ensurbat
organgations working in the sameelid of activities, namely LGBHgbian,

gay, bisexual, trangnd intersexjssues, are well prepared to contribute better
to the Forum and take better advantagéi K SA NJ LI NI A OA LI GA2Yy A\
The currentacceptance of, and shared concerns about, LGBTI rights are the

Monica Mbaru ' results of many years of sensétion at the Forum and at the African
Program Coordinator Commission. The recognition by the Commissioners of these issues and the
InternationalGay and Lesbian jntegration of these issues BYGG such as Amnasinternationaland ISHR

Human Rights Commission

_ and networks such as tHeast and Horn of Afridduman Rights Defenders
South Africa

Network, all have been great successes.
The fact that the Commissidras not accredited anMGOShat promotes LGBTI rights remains a major
inconsistencyAmong the thematic resolutions adopted by th&SOForum, the Resolution on the
granting of observer status lYyGG& working drectly on LGBTi$suesaimed to push towardsqual
access and collaboratidor NGOswith the Commission.

"The mobilization of tle attention of the international community
on violations committed at the national level is one of the major

objectives of the Forum" (Pepe Onziema)

"The attention of the international community on the situation in Ugandaplased a
strong poliical pessure on the governmenthich has stepped back from adopting
the Bll criminalsing homosexuality, explains Pep®nziema The call of the ,
internationd community is the deed diGG andhuman rightsdefenders. It is echoed v
by the African Commissiomwhich lauded Rwandé#or not having criminated

homosexualityduringthe examination ofts report.

Julian Pepe Onziema
ProgramCoordinator 3
Sexual Minorities

Uganda



aThe adoption ofa human rightsbasedapproachby organsations working in
economic, social and cultural rights still innovativé' (Inna Guenda)

For WateAid, a1 NGOworking inthe water, hygiene andanitationsector, the
motivation to attendthe Forum was to advocafer the creation of a Special
Rappotteur on the right to water and sanitatioattached to the Commission
For Plarinternational the interest of the Forum lies ithe protection of
orgarisations denouncinghildrerQ idghtsviolations. For these two
organgations, as for all those working @conomig social and cultural rights
(ES®), the potential sipport of the African Commissidor their activitiesis :
becomingmore and moreevident The establishment of two working groups |
dedicated respectively tBSCR and extractive industries demonstrates the
I 2YYA&aaArzyQa O2YY ANexeShgléss, e positiok &GtldeSe
organgationsworking n ESC unclearwith regard to the pomotion and the
protection of hunan rights

Inna Guenda
Chargé e de communication
WaterAid, Burkina Faso

oFor WaterAid explainsinaGuenda the questionaroseof the role

played by human rights in its global strategy. We chose not to declare ours
human rghts defenders because of the reluctande generatesat the level of
the govenments. The simple "recognition" dfuman rights was not howeve
satisfactoryeither. For that reasonthe organsation adoptedthe human rights

based approacBkettledas adevelopment strategy within which the individuas

completely involved Our activities in this domain consist imaking the
populationaware of its right towater andsanitation. Rople must make public

authorities accountablefor the spendingof the public mong dlocatedto this

sector.A human rightsbased approaciks stillan innovative approach which fev
organgations have, but which is supported by alonors and for whictUNICEF
gave its support ".

Dédé Abavigan
(Odette) In respect oPlaninternational Odette Houedakospeaks of a fadical change of
Houedakor approach which occurred during recey¢ars, wherthe approach basedn needs was

Plan, Sene gal abandonedor the benefit of the approach basexh the demand".

For that demand to exiseducation and information human rights heeto becone a priorty. The
prioritisation ofeducation was underlined many tiraby the participants of the Forum.
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¢Resolution 1325has significantlyenhanceds 2 Y Sy Q& LiilNdedceO A LI (0 A 2
building processes(Gladys Brima)

The Forum contributes to the nebrking ofNGG and encourages participary
processes in the diverse mechanismshaf United NationsFor this reason, e
afternoonof the Forum wasledicated to the participation of women in peace
buildingprocessesThe discussion focussed the identification ofgood
practices and gaps in the implementationkdsolution 132®f the United
Nations Security CounciResolutiori325is the first official and legal document
' of the SecurityCouncil which requires the parti¢s a conflict to respect the
rights of women and to support their participation in the negotiationpece
and postconflictrebuilding. 'Resolution 132played a major rolén the
activities which wewomen,were undertaking irSierra Leoneluringand after
the war, in particular ingfugee campssays Gladys BrimRobust networks
Gladys Brima were set up at the regional anddal levels in order to operationadithe
Womends Partn pesolution and to sensit the various stakeholdert® the need to adopt an
;T:::e;r;::eace action plan. I was the focal point for the south raginf theMano River

Womem BeaceaNetwork ( MARWOPNET) which was supported by the West
AfricaNetwork for PeacebuidlinQVANEP)."

#One cannot speak of respect for, or promotion of, human rights in a context of

bad governance, in a context of electoral Wemce or of truncated elections
O2OSNBR gAOK aASNRAR2dza YR YTomnséngS KdzYl y
Alapini-Gansou)

The participation oNGGin electoral processes was also
the objectof particular attention.In this way, he pardlel
event orgarsed by ISHRN human rights defenders and
national legislations gawise to a presentationf the
observationactivitiesduring the2010electionsin Togo. A
parallel event was also orgaad bythe Cairolnstitute for
Human RightStudes the AfricanCentre for Justice and
PeaceStudies, the InternationdRefugee Rights Initiatiye
andthe DarfourConsortiumon theelections andhe
implementation of theComprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPAin Sudan Side eventon the elections andhe implementation of the
Theeventwas followed by deated discussiobetweenthe ComprehensivePeace Agreement (CPA) in Sudan
panellists and th&udaneselelegategresent in the audience




Sam Sarr
Journalist
for the
Newspaper
Foroyaa,
The
Gambia

Roselyn
Hanzi
Project
Manager
Zimbabwe
Lawyers
for Human
Rights
Zimbabwe

alheconformity of national lawswith international human rights law is the first

step towards the protection of human rights defendé€r@CEment Voule)

Gl dzyl y NR 3 Kafidaatidh& RgBIstienS Nwas the title of the
event orgarsed bylSHRand moderated by @ment Voule. Th panel
discussion was heloetween theNGOForumand the session ohe
African Commissiariit the coreof the debatewas theproblem of the non
applicdion of domesticlaw, suchasin the case of thddemocraticRepublic
of the Gongo(DRC)There was atsthe problem of the lawviolatinghuman
rights, suchasthe bill againsthomosexualitycurrentlyunder discussioim
UgandaAnother issuavasthe problem of contradicive legislationsuch
as in Rwandavhere the law forbid®thnicity-based discriminabn, but
nevertheless refers to thégenocideof the Tutss'. Finally,at the core of
the debate of this dayasthe question of the intervention of thkegslator
andof regulatoryauthorities to supervisactivitiesfor the promotion and

‘8 protection of human rights:What has happened since 2002 in the
regulationof the freedom of the media ithe Gambia showthe need topush towards the

implementtion ofthe ECOWABS8rotocol on good governance and democracy, wkiiehGambia signed

in 2001, explains Sam SaiVhile the media calletbr a mode ofselfregulation, an authority witino
independencevis-a-visthe Govemment wascreated This authority hagéxaggeated powersand
penaltiesup to imprisonmentor the violationof the pres laws. Since the eventslabt year and the
mobilisation of defendersin particular during the holdingf the NGOForum andf the session of the
Commissionn Banjul, mords sdad in the press, wlre human rightsviolationsare listed monthly"

"Beyond the exchanges of practicgSpnectas is planning to develop

South-South cooperation for th&JPR (Camila Asano)
"The reason of mcoming to theNGOForum igo strengthenSotuh-

§ SouthcooperationamongNG&in the same way as that existing at
" the levelof States, say€amilaAsano South'Southcooperationis
necessaryo end thesplit between developed and developing

= countries, so that the countries of the South are more preésenhe
examination of the other countries of the Soudaring the Universal
Periodic RevieWUPR). Gnectashashadactivities in Africa for some years.
Its activities concentrate essentially Portuguesespeakingcountriesin Africa
; but theyalso exend to other countries suchas ZimbabwelLearning about
country experienceand training havdeen one of the major outcomes 8buthSouthcooperation
"Latin American case lamdthe various models of transitionflstice are good practices from which
NGOsn Zimbabwe could benefit bydapting themto their county, explains Roselydanzi The
fragmentation of civil society in Zimbabwe lefith no voice the relatives of those who disappearéd

Camila Asano
Conectas
Brazil
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The reports oRwandaand Cameron were reviaved by theAfrican CommissiarConverselythe
Democratic Republic of the 6go OR¢did notattend.
"Threemissed appointmentsn front of the
Commissionit isone steptoo muchfor NGG."
(Valentin Makidi)

"The indifference showhy ourGovernment for the
Africanhuman rightamechanisms ia mistake To come
to present its r@ort in front of the Comnssionis a
guestion of visibility on the international scene for the
State, whicthas at the same time a right teplyto
allegations made against DurGovernment seems to

Valentin Makidi carrymore interest in the international mechanisn
Campagne pour les droits de | whileitrejects atthe same time theiecommendations
Democratic Republic of the Congo on the basis of their colonial inspiratich.

Nine NGG from the DRQooK the initiative to submit to the Commissiom statement inding it to
examine the reporbf the DRCin presence or in absence of the Statkits next session.

"Therepresentatives of Cameroon showed themseltede
committedto a construcive dialogue with the Commission,
however this should not defledhe attentiveness of the
Commission andf human rights defendersThe report of
Cameroonwas an artificial report; itsinformation was
awkwardly presented anatonfirmed certain criticismsuch as
the impunity of the police Furthermore,Cameroon did not
mention the followup to the recommendations made by the
Commission» (Alex G. Azkaze)

Alex Gustave Aze baze
Central Africa Human Rights Defe nders Network
Cameroon

"We, Batwa women, are satisfied that ourecommendationsvere
heardby the CommissiorRegrettably, theywere taken in
mockery by the representatives of our cotp, Rwanda"

(Diane Nduwimona)

Diane Nduwimona
Unissons Nous pour la Promotion des 7
Batwa, Rwanda






