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Overview

The morning meeting of the 4™ session of the Human Rights Council (Council) brought the conclusion of the
High-Level Segment (HLS). The pattern followed that of the previous two days, with States dividing their
statements between domestic achievements and their expectations for the Council. The issue of Darfur was
once again raised throughout the day, with a number of States calling for it to be discussed substantially at the
current session and for concrete decisions to be reached.

The High-Level Segment was followed by rights of reply. Armenia and Azerbaijan exchanged a number of
statements, disagreeing on historic events. Along the same lines, Cyprus and Turkey traded accusations on the
difficulty in their relations. When all rights of reply had been exercised, the HLS was officially closed. The
President of the Council, Ambassador Luis de Alba, concluded by emphasising the importance that States had
attached to the High-Level Segment, as was reflected in the high number of dignitaries taking the floor.'

The following table summarises the main points raised during the High-Level Segment, and is organised by
selected issues. It is not an exhaustive account of the statements made. For today, there are two Daily Updates
published; this report is concerned with the HLS, a second report is concerned with the afternoon session.

Before proceeding with the adoption of the agenda and the organisation of work, the President asked States to
consider a draft decision submitted by the President” to convene the Council’s 5™ session from 11 to 18 June
2007. This was adopted by consensus. Cuba and China explained that they did not comment on the decision
in order not to break consensus, on the understanding that the 5™ session of the Council would be dedicated to
finishing the process of institution-building. The President replied that while he shares the desire to finish the

186 in total.
2 A/HRC/4/L.5, 13 March 2007.
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institution-building in that session, he believes that the session will also require room for substantive issues to
be addressed. This could be dedicated to dealing with the reports of special procedures not presented at the 4
session.

Please scroll down to view the Table on key issues raised during the High-Level Segment.
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Rights of Reply

A number of States exercised rights of reply at the end of the High-Level Segment.4 France reacted to
statements made on the previous day, insisting that as a State France is open to all cultures, and that 5 million
Muslim people are living there. Responding to a complaint made by Belarus, France argued that Belarus
should first cooperate with the Council by inviting the relevant special procedures to visit the country. If these
rapporteurs were to find that allegations of human rights abuses in Belarus are unfounded, France would be
happy to declare that publicly.

Germany reacted to a statement by the Libyan Foreign Minister, and deplored the ‘unacceptable verdict’ that
the Criminal Court in Libya handed down to five Bulgarian nurses and one Palestinian doctor accused of
voluntarily infecting children with HIV. They demanded, on behalf of the European Union, that the medical
workers be freed expeditiously.

Armenia replied to Turkey’s right of reply from the previous day by reminding them of a proposal by the
President of Armenia to discuss their bilateral difficulties in an intergovernmental format. Armenia also called
on Turkey to recognise the genocide. Azerbaijan, replying to a statement made on the previous day, accused
Armenia of misusing the Council for its own political propaganda, and asked them to recall the massacre of
Azerbaijani people in 1992. In a further round of replies, Armenia claimed that Azerbaijan was using
‘dubious facts’ — a statement that in turn provoked Azerbaijan to say that 300’000 of their people had to flee.

Similar to the exchange of views between Armenia and Azerbaijan, Turkey and Cyprus took turns in accusing
each other. Turkey reminded the Council that it was Cyprus who had rejected the UN Plan, while Cyprus
recalled a number of Security Council resolutions calling on States not to accept the Turkish-Cypriot part of
the island.

Replying to the a statement by the Cuban Foreign Minister of the previous day, the United States of America
(USA) reiterated that torture was prohibited by USA personnel in all locations and at all times. They also said
they had welcomed the Cuban support of the thematic mandates on freedom of opinion and expression,
torture and the Working Group on arbitrary detention. Cuba then replied that these mandates should, when
coming to Cuba, also be able to visit the Guantdnamo Bay.

The Democratic Peoples Republic of Korea (DPRK) called an earlier statement by the Republic of Korea ‘a
fabrication’, and urged them to first address about their own human rights problems. Zimbabwe complained
about a statement made by the Foreign Minister of the United Kingdom, and assured the Council that
Zimbabwe would resist any attempted re-colonisation of the African continent. Sudan also replied to the
United Kingdom, accusing them of having influenced the composition of the High Level Mission to Sudan
established at the fourth special session of the Council. They said they would not accept members that are not
independent. Replying to an earlier statement by the Irish Minister for Human Rights and Development,
Sudan said the problem in Darfur was not unsolvable, and that the government was working towards a
solution. They also underlined the cooperation of Sudan with the Council, which in their view “does not need
to be emphasised”.

4 France, Gemany, Armenia (2), the USA, Zimbabwe, Sudan, Turkey (2), Azerbaijan (2), the Democratic Peoples Republic of
Korea, Cuba, Cyprus (2).
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