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Overview

Today’s session of the Human Rights Council (the Council) continued with the High Level Segment. In the
morning session, after three countries delivered their statements, there were technica difficulties with the
audio system in the assembly room, which prevented the Council from proceeding with the session in that
room. The session was moved to room 17. Due to the time that had been lost and to accommodate the guest
speakers, it was decided that the Council would not break for the afternoon and would meet non-stop till
seven pm. The session finally concluded at 7.30 pm.

Dignitaries from 36 States and representatives of two organisations addressed the Council. Though a number
of issues and concerns about various countries were raised, the situation in Darfur (Sudan) emerged as one the
significant highlights of the day with many countries referring to the situation in their statements. It also came
to the forefront because Sudan, which exercised a right of reply, reacted strongly to the statements that had
been made and also spoke out against the high level mission to Sudan during its own statement to the plenary.

Sudan asserted that the report of the High Level Mission to Sudan was “questionable” and could not be
considered legitimate because two of its five members had not participated in the mission and the information
had been compiled outside of Sudan in a country which had a negative stance towards Sudan. It also
contended that the head of the mission had a “preconceived and hostile attitude against Sudan as noted in her
statements to the media and her meetings with the different regional groups in Geneva’. Mr Mohamed Ali
Elmardi, the Minister of Justice of the Sudan, stated that the head of the mission had taken the unprecedented
step of requesting visas for all members of the mission in less than one hour’ s time on 14 February 2007 and
unduly insisted that they proceed with the task outside the Sudan. He aso pointed to a number of core steps
which had led to the situation in Darfur since the eruption of the conflict, and claimed that the situation had
never been more stable than it is today.

There were anumber of countries that exercised their rights of reply, with Algeriaand Morocco, and Japan
and Democratic People’ s Republic of Korea taking the floor to contest each others statements. Belarus,
Colombia, Iran, Sweden and Turkey also exercised their rights of reply at the end of the morning session.
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Rights of Reply

A number of States exercised rights of reply at the end of the morning session. Iran reacted to statements
made by France and Sweden and recommended that they stop politicising issues and choosing them
selectively. It stated that France and Sweden are deliberately choosing to turn a blind eye to the gross and
systematic violations of the rights of Muslims residing in their countries. Belarus also questioned the
statements made by France and Sweden on the situation in Belarus. It questioned whether Sweden had taken a
position on renditions carried out by the CIA and also pointed to riots occurring in France, suggesting that
these States should focus on human rights in their own countries first. Sweden responded to Belarus by
pointing out that they have taken action to rectify the situation in the one case concerning renditions which
involved Sweden.

Morocco challenged Algeria s statements in relation to Western Sahara, leading to a number of rights of reply
between Algeriaand Morocco. There were also a number of rights of reply exercised between the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (the DPRK) and Japan on the question of abduction of Japanese nationals, with
the DPRK pointing to Japan’s war crimes and colonial history in response.

Sudan also replied to references to the situation in Darfur by stating that the lack of impartiality displayed by
the head of the High Level Mission had confirmed their fears about the mission. The representative of Sudan
also suggested that States that were pushing to discuss the follow up to the mission to Sudan were often
reluctant to discuss the follow up to the other three fact-finding missions that had been established. It stated
that the report of the mission could not be considered legitimate, as it had been prepared by only three of the
original members, and without visiting Sudan. The Sudanese delegation also pointed to various instances
where Sudan has cooperated with the UN and special procedures.
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